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ABSTRACT 
Abilene city fathers perceived the onset of World war 
II as a potential answer to both economic and population 
growth goals. Citizens cooperated to secure an Army post, 
and in February 1941, troops commenced training at Camp 
Barkeley. With more than 50,000 men eventually serving at 
the camp, soldiers spent both leisure hours and dollars in 
the city. Abilenians, eager to protect their virtuous 
culture, recognized the need for wholesome entertainment for 
hundreds of unattached young men. Abilene leaders sponsored 
a women's volunteer association, the Bluebonnet Brigade. 
Bluebonnets provided companionship for the soldiers while 
helping the community maintain its moral complexion. An 
analysis of the Bluebonnet Brigade's organization, composi-
tion, and activities demonstrates both one city's ability to 
deal with war's cultural disruption and a model of women's 
activism on the home front. 
An extensive search in secondary and primary materials 
produced no significant research on the .Bluebonnet Brigade 
and their war-time contribution to Abilene . The Bluebonnet 
Brigade Collection, including institutional records, provid-
ed information heretofore unavailable. The records contain 
ii 
application, membership, and activities materials, as well 
as correspondence, and other miscellaneous documents. 
The application and membership records provided data 
for the Bluebonnet Database. The project examined seventy-
one variables for each of the 1,374 Brigade applicants . The 
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences used a custom 
written program to produce summary and comparative statis-
tics. Statistics analyzed within the thesis' text originate 
from program runs from this Database. 
Oral interviews were conducted with Brigade organiz-
ers, former Bluebonnets, ex-Barkeley soldiers, and others 
with knowledge of the Bluebonnet Brigade. Questionnaires 
were developed and sent to former Bluebonnet members. 
Responses and comments from both the interviews and ques-
tionnaires added considerable knowledge concerning the 
Brigade. 
While the installation of Camp Barkeley gave Abilene 
the opportunity to contribute to the war effort , it also 
caused concern for the community's carefully nurtured val -
ues. The Bluebonnet Brigade, consisting of carefully chosen 
young women, helped the city fulfill its goal as host and at 
the same time protected its moral ambiance, providing a 
fitting association between town and camp . 
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CHAPTER 1 
world War II cartoonist Bill Mauldin, training at Camp 
Barkeley, near Abilene, Texas in early 1942, drew sketches 
for the post newspaper. In one a soldier gestures at a 
group of green recruits as he whispers to his buddies: "They 
wanta know are we th' famous Bluebonnet Brigade . " 1 (Figure 
one) Mauldin's wry humor evoked inside knowledge that the 
Bluebonnet Brigade was not an Army unit at all but a women's 
auxiliary formed to boost the morale of Barkeley's soldiers. 
These young women not only helped lonely recruits adapt to 
army life, but also played a major role in Abilene's social 
adjustment to the changes brought by the sudden influx of 
thousands of unattached young men. For Abilene, in common 
with hundreds of communities across America, felt threatened 
by war's cultural disruption. 
The Bluebonnet Brigade, named for the Texas state 
flower, commenced its activities with a Halloween dance in 
1941, and throughout World War II young women eager to do 
their part for the war effort provided companionship and 
support to the men of the 45th and 90th infantry divisions, 
the 11th and 12th armored divisions, and elements of the 
1camp Barkeley News 6 March 1942 . 
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FIGURE ONE 
camp Barkeley News , 6 March 1942 
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Medical Administrative Corps. 2 The Bluebonnets created a 
comforting sense of home and order for men who would soon 
plunge into battle's anarchy. 
Abilene, home to Camp Barkeley and the Bluebonnets, 
was built on the economic foundations of agriculture and 
business with a culture stabilized by biblical principles. 
From its beginning, merchants and ministers joined in pro-
moting community growth, establishing a stable, church-going 
society, and creating an atmosphere congenial to both profit 
and social conservatism. 
Farsighted railroad men and merchants had first envi-
sioned the economic development of Abilene. In 1881, the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad stretched its tracks 150 miles 
west of Fort Worth to the "Future Great City of Abilene." 
The "T & P" advertised in Texas newspapers for prospective 
citizens, and prior to the lot sale on March 15, merchants 
supplied the needs of prospective bidders then living in 
tents. Businessmen and professionals bought lots on auction 
day, ensuring Abilene's commercial establishment and likel y 
economic growth. 3 
2Activity records, 1941, Bluebonnet Brigade Collec-
tion. The Bluebonnet Brigade Collection (hereafter referred 
to as "BBB Collection") contains institutional records for 
the Bluebonnet Organization as well as some USO records; 
Historical Marker Files, Taylor County Historical Commis-
sion, 1992. 
3The Texas and Pacific Railroad extended into the 
newest section of Taylor County by February 1881. Future 
bidders established a tent community anticipating the March 
lot sale. The transactions between Railroad and citizens 
4 
Abilene's early business leaders also supported a 
strong religious establishment. 4- Before the first homes 
sprang up, hopeful citizens anticipated the community's 
success and established a Presbyterian church. 5 Town 
fathers also became church leaders in the quickly built 
Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Catholic, Christian, and 
Baptist churches. 6 Recognizing the importance of education 
for Abilene, local attorney Henry Sayles proposed that 
Abilene was the perfect place for a Baptist seminary or 
college. Abilenians appreciating the growth and economic 
potential of such an institution, donated land and money for 
Abilene Baptist College (later Hardin Simmons University) in 
1892. 7 over the next three decades two other schools with 
church affiliation--Abilene Christian College (Church of 
resulted in the formation of the town of Abilene • . Karen 
Anderson Turner, "Abilene at the Beginning of the Twentieth 
Century: An Analysis of the United States Census," (MA 
Thesis, Abilene Christian University, 1989), 15-17, 37-46; 
Katharyn Duff, Abilene ..• on Catclaw Creek, The Reporter 
Publishing Co., Abilene, Texas, 1969, 59-69; Robert G. 
Porterfield, Jr., "The Early History of Abilene up to 1920," 
(MA Thesis, Hardin Simmons University, 1969), 14. 
4Turner, "Census," 19, 29. 
5Porterfield, "Early History," 20. 
6Turner, "Census," 1, 38-57, 153. 
7Shirley M. Eoff, "Abilene, Texas, 1888 to 1900: A 
Town Striving for Success," (MA Thesis, Hardin Simmons 
University, August 1978), 47-49. 
5 
Christ) and McMurry College (Methodist)--cemented Abilene's 
religious and educational image. 8 
Influenced and supported by these schools, civic and 
church leaders endeavored to make Abilene a virtuous place 
to live. Sunday was strictly observed as city statutes 
restricted all activities, including baseball and movies, 
that might dive:,::-t attention from worship. Responding to the 
new entertainment form, in 1921 the City Commissioners 
established a censorship board to rule on the acceptability 
of movies for Abilene. In 1934 the manager of the city's 
largest theater described Abilene as extremely "straight-
laced. " 9 
In accord with its moral aspirations, Abilene had 
prohibited the sale of liquor as early as 1887. In the 
absence of legal spirits, bootleggers enjoyed profits in the 
dry community. 10 Members of the Country Club, deemed a 
private organization, legally kept their liquor in the 
club's lockers; after a round of golf or a rubber of bridge, 
they retrieved the stock and took it to the well - equipped 
8
curtis w. Tate, "Abilene's Golden Era: The Emergence 
of a West Texas city during the 1920's," (MA Thesis Hardin 
Simmons University, 1991, 86-88; Turner, "Census," 29, 143, 
144. 
9Tate, "Golden Era," 81 , 85 , 91, 142. 
10Madge Morrison, "We Have an Army Camp," Atlantic 
Monthly 168, no. 4, (October 1941): 502; Duff, Catclaw 
Creek, 74 . 
bar. 11 Prohibition laws certainly limited but did not 
exclude liquor in Abilene. 
Religious and civic leaders labored to shape Abilene 
into a community that would attract larger numbers of set-
tlers and by October 1940, Abilene's population reached 
26,736, some 3,000 more than in 1930. The Abilene Reporter 
News expressed optimism for even greater growth and chal-
lenged the city to double by the year 1950 . 12 The looming 
war held potential for an answer to the growth goals. 
The United States, anticipating the possibility of 
involvement in the war in Europe, called National Guardsmen 
to active duty in August 1940. The War Department quickly 
converted large land tracts throughou t the nation to train-
ing grounds for the burgeoning numbers of troops. The 
procured lands, located largely in the South, provided 
housing and space for maneuvers preparing the soldiers to 
"stand between the nation and any foreign enemy. 1113 
6 
Abilene leaders watched the nearby community of Brown-
wood seize the opportunity for growth by persuading the U.S. 
government to establish Camp Bowie on its outskirts. In 
September 1940, Abilene officials visited Brownwood to 
examine the project and evaluate the feasibility of a simi-
11Telephone interview, Mrs. Evelyn Bein by author, 25 
March 1993. 
1940. 
12Abilene Reporter News, 6 October 1940, 26 July 1940. 
13Abilene Reporter News, 9 August 1940, 25 October 
lar installation for Abilene. City fathers recognized the 
enormous fiscal possibilities and moved to ensure Abilene's 
part in the war effort. 14 
The Abilene Chamber of Commerce, campaigning for a 
post in Abilene, created a Military Affairs Committee and 
dispatched a delegate to Washington to promote the city. 
The committee, charged with finding a site appropriate for 
army use, "secured options on approximately 70,000 acres of 
land for [the] Camp Site and maneuver purposes." The site 
lay six and one-half miles southwest of the city limits . 
The Army required only 2,000 acres and directed Abilene to 
purchase the land within one week's time. 15 
7 
Optimistic citizens established headquarters in Octo-
ber 1940 to raise $125,000 for the land. A large thermome-
ter placed on a prominent downtown corner measured the "camp 
fever," and on the campaign's first day, the Abilene Report-
er News featured a picture of committee member Ed Stewart 
hoisting "his roly-poly self along a ladder. to paint 
the first reading .on the huge thermometer. 1116 The ther-
mometer quickly topped out, and by mid-November Abilene made 
14Abilene Reporter News, 2 November 1940. 
15Minutes of Board of Directors, Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce, 19 September 1940, 77, 8 January 1941, 89-90; 
Abilene Reporter News, 16 November 1940. 
16Abilene Reporter News, 26 October 1940, 27 October 
1940; Duff, Catclaw Creek, 229. 
8 
plans to welcome the 45th division. 17 Between November 
1940 and February 1941, the city worked to ready both the 
community and the camp site for the influx of soldiers. 
"Anyone who could drive a nail became a carpenter, working 
on construction. " 18 
In February 1941 troops of the 45th infantry division 
"roared into town all night long" on trucks from Oklahoma, 
and in March they commenced training. 19 The payroll at 
Barkeley soared to $1,000,000 a month by October 1941, and 
the soldiers brought most of that payroll into Abilene as 
they searched for entertainment and escape from training's 
tedium. The 45th infantry division was soon followed by the 
90th infantry division. Tanlc battalions and medical re-
placement also trained at Barkeley. More than 50,000 sol-
diers eventually served at the camp. Thus from 1940 through 
1945 millions of dollars each month from Barkeley vitalized 
Abilene's economy. 20 
501. 
17Abilene Reporter News, 16 November 1940; Morrison, 
18 Duff, catclaw Creek, 217. 
19
oral interview, Mrs. Mary Jones by author, 14 April 
1993; James M. Myers, "World War II as an Instrument of 
Social Modernization: The Social and Economic Influence of 
Camp Barkeley on Abilene, Texas," (MA Thesis, Hardin Simmons 
University, August 1981), 23. 
20 John Henry Hatcher, "A History of Dyess Air Force 
Base in Its First Decade: A Study in Community Relations," 
(MA Thesis, Hardin Simmons University, May 1963), 56; Duff, 
Catclaw Creek, 221, 223. 
However welcome the prosperity associated with 
Barkeley, its establishment threatened the town's carefully 
nurtured vision of a community free of big city vices. 
While rumors asserted that the President of Hardin Simmons 
university violently opposed the camp, the school's head 
strongly denied having any objection to Barkeley. 21 "One 
9 
of the seriously unpleasant sides of life now confronting 
communities in the vicinity of army camps," editorialized 
the Abilene Reporter News in December 1940, "is the inevita-
ble incursion of vicious elements which always follow con-
centrations of men • We shall not be caught unawares 
or unprepared. We should recognize the problem immediately 
and immediately take the necessary steps . 1122 Acting on 
this warning, Abilene's city fathers explored their options. 
Abilene's complexion inevitably altered as thousands 
of soldiers came to town for relaxation . "A drastic change 
came over Abilene," recalled Barbara Clayton Reynolds, 
former Bluebonnet. "Soldiers were everywhere," straining 
such recreational facilities as the town's movie theaters, 
even though city ordinances still prohibited Sunday evening 
shows; in response to the flood of soldiers on weekend 
passes, City Commissioners soon passed an ordinance permit-
21Abilene Reporter News, 19 November 1940. 
22 Abilene Reporter News, 15 December 1940. 
10 
ting the community's theaters to open on Sunday eve-
. 23 nings. 
some soldiers arriving in Abilene noted the lack of 
wholesome entertainment. In 1941, twenty-two year old Tom 
Bever came to Abilene with the 167th Medical Battalion. He 
later recalled, "There were more bootleggers here than 
anywhere else I've ever seen in my life ..• Jeters was the 
big bootleggers on North First, (you] just walked in, told 
'em what you wanted and they handed it to you." 24 But 
Abilenians unwilling to pay the high bootleg charges at home 
might drive to the Fort Worth area to obtain liquor at more 
attractive prices. 25 Bever also recalled that the Old 
Army Road was a "tough part of town" with honky-tonks where 
"you could find anything you wanted," liquor or women. 
Soldiers conspired to sneak alcohol onto the buses back to 
Barkeley; Bever remembered a Military Policeman frisking one 
soldier who with arms straight up over his head held a 
bottle of whiskey in each hand. The M. P. never looked up, 
23 Questionnaire , Barbara Clayton Reynolds, 4 January 
199 3. Twenty-one women agreed to respond to a "Question-
naire to Ex-Bluebonnet Brigade members" (See Appendix One); 
Morrison, "Army Camp," 501; Myers, "World War II," 14. 
1993. 
24
oral interview, Thomas Bever by author, 5 March 
25 Evelyn Bein, letter to author, 1 February 1993, BBB 
Collection. 
11 
and the delighted soldier boarded the bus, arms .still in the 
· treasure intact. 26 air, 
In an effort to provide more acceptable entertainment 
opportunities for the soldiers, city fathers cooperated with 
camp officials to satisfy the need for leisure distractions, 
first with a recreation center and later with United Service 
organizations (USO). The Chamber of Commerce surveyed the 
city and documented the dearth of recreational facilities. 
To remedy the problem, local businessmen purchased the 
10,000 square foot Elks Club Building for $12,500 and deeded 
it to the Chamber's Recreation Committee for conversion into 
a recreational center. 27 The center was an immediate suc-
cess. "Several thousand visitors and soldiers ... attend-
ed the open house nights scheduled for the Recreation Hall" 
reported the Military Affairs Committee . 28 
The Chamber then worked with the USO to set up a fund-
raising campaign for converting the Recreation Hall into a 
USO. The successful effort provided $2,940 for the USO by 
June 1941, and the Chamber decided in August 1941 to trans-
26 Thomas Bever interview, 5 March 1993. 
27 Minutes of Board of Directors, Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce, 8 January 1941, 80, 3 March 1941, 83; Abilene 
Reporter News, 2 April 1941. 
28 Minutes of Board of Directors, Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce, 31 March 1941, 86, 13 May 1941, 89. 
12 
fer center operations to the uso. 29 By 1943, four usos 
served Barkeley's soldiers, each identified by streets they 
occupied. The Fifth Street USO, First Street USO, and 
second Street USO welcomed white troops. True to the times, 
racial segregation required a separate USO for the black 
troops, and the Mesquite Street USO opened in 1943 when th e 
first black troops came to Barkeley. 30 
Volunteers at the USOs provided a "home away from 
home" environment. One soldier explained that after a long 
day of training, "we'd come into town and go nowhere but the 
uso.
1131 Magazines, refreshments, and stationery were al- · 
ways at hand while a full schedule of recreational activi-
ties filled free time. 32 Badminton, shuffleboard and dom-
inoes were popular, and citizens brought baked goods "for 
the hundreds of Camp Barkeley soldiers who thronged the club 
29 Minu tes of Board of Directors, Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce, 22 July 1941, 90, 14 August 1941 , 95; Abilene 
Reporter News, 19 June 1941. 
30 Abile ne Reporter News, 2 January 1944, 6 February 
1944. In March 1942, the First Street USO attempted to form 
an organization for the "Spanish and Mexican soldiers of 
Camp Barkeley." "La Rosa Brigade" enlisted thirty young 
ladies who were to "wear roses in their hair at the dances." 
Apparently La Rosa Brigade did not meet with the same suc-
cess of the Bluebonnet Brigade. Abilene Reporter News, 13 
March 1942, 27 March 1942; Camp Barkeley News, 13 March 
1942. 
31 Thomas Bever interview, 5 March 1993. 
32 Ibid. ; Julia M. H. Carson, Home Awav from Home, (New 
York: Harper and Brothers, 1946), 2, 21. 
13 
from morning till evening." 33 To keep the Gis informed, 
the camp Barkeley News ran a weekly commentary USO Buzzings, 
listing a schedule of events at the USO clubs. 34 
The Second Street USO became the hangout for musi-
cians. Mrs. Ina Wooten Jones lived across the street, and 
soldiers stored their instruments at her house during the 
week. The men participated in recitals and sing-alongs with 
the informal bands. 35 Most importantly, these musicians 
provided the accompaniment for dances. 
Dancing was a favorite pastime of the soldiers. 
"Dancing is very popular among enlisted men. It is one of 
the best forms of recreation activity promoted by the USO," 
declared USO Council member Colonel Henry Finch. 36 Coun-
cil members and other concerned citizens worked as 
chaperones to ensure that the dances , held at the USOs and 
at Camp Barkeley as well, provided a positive atmosphere for 
the soldiers and hostesses alike . 
The Bluebonnet Brigade was founded in large mea sure to 
provide appropriate dance partners for Barkeley soldiers. 
Chairman of the Abilene Recreation Defense Coordinating 
33Abilene Reporter News, 23 November 1941; Camp 
Barkeley News, 13 March 1942. 
34
camp Barkeley News, 25 February 1944. 
35
oral interview, Joel c. Wilson by author, 5 March 
1993. Wilson worked at the Second Street USO. 
3611Supplemental minutes of USO Council meeting on 
December 21, 1942 relative to changes of occupancies of 
agencies in Abilene u.s.o. Clubs," BBB Collection. 
14 
council, Morgan Jones, Jr., and his wife advocated the 
organization of young women to attend dances with the 
Barkeley soldiers. Mrs. Jones surveyed other communities 
hosting army camps. She wrote to Marjorie Tucker of Shreve-
port, Louisiana, asking for information about the Shreveport 
Military Maids. Tucker summarized her association with the 
Maids in a letter to Mrs. Jones and enclosed a copy of the 
rules of the organization. Tucker commented that while the 
rules, "Seem extremely strict ... the girls ••. lend 
their utmost cooperation.11 37 
The Military Maids required their members "to measure 
up to the highest standard." The organization followed 
military lines with Maids reporting to lieutenants, captains 
and majors. For the safety of each member, chaperones in-
sisted that Maids stay throughout the event and "not leave 
the dance with men in uniform. 1138 
The Abilene Defense Recreation Council soon decided to 
sponsor an effort similar to Shreveport's Military Maids. 
The organization would eventually involve over 1,150 volun-
teers during the war years, members who gave thousands of 
service hours to "help make a bad situation better. The 
37Abilene Reporter News, 4 November 1941; Marjorie 
Tucker to Mrs . Morgan Jones, 19 August 1941, BBB Collection. 
38Marjorie Tucker to Mrs. Morgan Jones, 19 August 
1941, BBB Collection. 
15 
soldiers were far from home . .• a friendly face and some-
one to listen to seemed to help. 1139 
First termed the "Minute Brigadiers," the corps fol-
lowed a semi-military plan shaped by Mrs. R. B. Leach, first 
Brigadier General of the Brigade. 40 Her formation drew on 
the experience of the Shreveport Military Maids, effectively 
adapted to suit Abilene's needs. "I worked at USOs in 
Abilene, Temple, Paris, Houston, Corpus Christi, New Jersey, 
and Illinois, • •• (and] the Bluebonnet Brigade . was 
the best group," remembered former Second Street USO employ-
ee Joel c. Wilson. 41 
The 1941 Halloween dance at the USO was the first of 
hundreds of parties attended by the organization , and by 
December, the name was formally changed to "Bluebonnet 
Brigade" as members launched the community effort that 
continued throughout World War II. Dancing was but one of 
many activities Leach had in mind for her charges. Discus-
sion groups, music, hobbies, and parties were activities the 
sponsors felt would interest the soldiers. Rules provided 
39 Abilene Reporter News, 30 November 1941; Jeannette 
R. Graham, Secretary, Bluebonnet Brigade, 15 July 1942, BBB 
Collection; Questionnaire, Cherry Riley Gleason , 5 January 
1993. 
40 Abilene Reporter News, 4 December 1941. 
41Joel c. Wilson interview, 5 March 1993. 
16 
that each member would "act as hostess ... keep the party 
going . and make introductions. 1142 
"We were selected young ladies and we would be helping 
the war effort and (make] the servicemen feel at home in our 
city," recalled Mary Mathis Cole as she reflected on her 
contribution as a Bluebonnet. 43 As war drew closer to the 
citizens of Abilene, all searched for a way to do their 
part. While welcoming the infantry divisions and later the 
tank battalions and medical units, the community strove also 
to maintain its moral tone. By providing recreational 
facilities first through the Recreation Center and later the 
USOs, Abilene citizens offered appropriate and acceptable 
hospitality to the soldiers . With the Bluebonnet Brigade, 
the troops connected to the community as the young soldiers, 
soon to be deployed to war, gained a sense of the character 
of the people they would be fighting to protect. 
The Bluebonnet Brigade became a vital morale component 
in Abilene as the war developed. The Brigade not only 
entertained the soldiers but also cushioned the town from 
the real or imagined ill effects of Camp Barkeley. Brigade 
organizers and sponsors ensured the auxiliary's success as 
they cre a ted rules and activities best suited to Abilene's 
unique c i rcumstances. 
42 Abilene Reporter News, 2 November 1944, 30 November 
1941; Activities records, BBB Collection. 
43 Questionnaire, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993. 
CHAPTER 2 
The arrival of the Camp Barkeley soldiers stirred both 
excitement and apprehension in the Abilene community. While 
some citizens saw the potential value in economic growth and 
others feared for carefully nurtured values, both recognized 
the necessity of accommodating large numbers of unattached 
young men. The Bluebonnet Brigade provided a safe, fitting 
association between town and camp, and the sponsors protect-
ed the group by developing guidelines expressly suited to 
Abilene's mores. The Abilene Reporter News was highly 
influential among Abilene citizens, and in December 1941, 
the editor endorsed the highly chaperoned organization as a 
"far more effective approach to the problem of handling 
soldier-civilian relations than treating Uncle Sam's boys 
like they had social B.0. 111 
Morgan Jones, Jr., a young community leader, accepted 
responsibility for formation and direction of the women's 
association. Jones, with his wife and two daughters, had 
moved back to the city in May, 1940, from Corpus Christi. A 
second generation Abilenian, Jones returned home to manage 
his family's businesses. Ineligible for military service 
1Abilene Reporter News, 2 December 1941. 
17 
18 
because of a hip injury, he involved himself in civic activ -
ities, particularly the Chamber of Commerce. 2 
Patriotic Abilene felt responsible for the new guests 
and wanted to welcome and entertain the troops . 3 After the 
successful campaign to create USO clubs in the spring of 
1941, the Cha .mber of Commerce appointed a committee to 
shoulder the task of more intimately involving the community 
with " the civilians in military clothing. 114 It asked Jones 
to head the Abilene Defense Recreation Committee and seek 
out " the right people" to design organized activities with 
"the better girls of Abilene. 115 Jones asked Ruth Leach, 
whose husband was the local Texaco wholesaler and a Chamber 
member, to join him. The Leaches had already befriended the 
servicemen. One former Barkeley soldier recalled that , " I 
hadn't been here a week (when] I met some nice people in 
town who opened up their home . • • [the Leaches] made me 
fall in love with Abilene. 116 
2oral interview, Morgan Jones, Jr. by author, 14 April 
1993. 
4Mary Jones interview, 14 April 1993. 
5Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993. 
6
oral interview Robert J. Tiffany by author, 21 
J~n~a:y 1993. Tiffany arrived at Barkeley with the 90th 
Division in 1942. 
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Ruth Leach took the organizational lead in the Blue-
' d ' t 7 bOnnet Briga e proJec. Working with Mrs. Leach during 
the Brigade's formative period was Jeannette Graham, direc-
tor of the 5th Street USO. Graham served as the Bluebonnet 
Brigade's first secretary. 8 Leach continued to support the 
Bluebonnets throughout the war years, but because of other 
commitments, she relinquished her leadership role to Ethel 
Knight in May 1942. 
A member of the Episcopal Church Altar Guild, Knight 
first assisted Leach as Sponsor Chairman in early 1942 and 
then supervised the Bluebonnets until the group dissolved in 
1945. A widow, Knight felt close to the military since her 
husband Louis had served in the United States Army, and as 
one friend recalled, she had "a personality that people 
flocked to."9 
Leach and then Knight worked under the original guide-
lines for the Bluebonnet Brigade that appeared in the "Ten-
tative Suggestions for the formation of Minute Brigadiers, 
Abilene, Texas" (Appendix Two). The purpose was to help 
7Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993; Minutes 
of Board of Directors, Abilene Chamber of Commerce, 8 Janu-
ary 1941, 81. 
8Abilene Reporter News, 30 November 1940, 2 November 
1944. 
• 
9Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993; Invita-
tion to First Mass Meeting of the Bluebonnet Brigade, 1942, 
~BB Collection; Abilene Reporter News, 2 November, 1942; 
Melephone interview, Elsie Magee by author, 16 January 1993. 
~~ee was a close personal friend of Ethel Knight when 
ight became associated with the Brigade. 
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"principally [in] the recreation work in behalf of the 
soldiers at Camp Barkeley," by enlisting "250 girls and 56 
women." The "girls," younger, less mature members, served 
as cadets. The "women," hopefully mature and responsible 
members, filled an office corps of one Brigadier General, an 
Adjutant, five majors, and fifty captains. The "Tentative 
suggestions" specified qualifications and duties for each 
position 10 
Leach and Graham held the ranks of Brigadier General 
and Adjutant, respectively. The General selected the mem-
bers and was in overall charge of the organization, while 
helping the majors choose ten captains, who comprised the 
battalion's leadership. The Adjutant, the secretary of the 
organization, kept all records and acted "in place of the 
Brigadier General when •• • incapacitated or absent from 
the community.1111 
The majors were to be "mature women possessing out-
standing leadership and having the confidence of the commu-
nity." Each in charge of a battalion, they coordinated 
cadet selection. 12 The first majors were easily chosen, 
for "Abilene was so small then, everybody knew everybody 
1011Invitation to First Mass Meeting;" "Tentative 
Suggestions for the formation of Minute Brigadiers, Abilene, 
Texas," [n.d.], BBB Collection. 
11
"Tentative Suggestions, " [n.d.], BBB Collection . 
12Ibid. 
else, and we knew who was responsible," explained Mary 
13 Jones. organizers looked among their circle of family 
21 
and friends for leaders. Leah Gill Wood, Billie Gambill 
Ely, Elizabeth Cox, Jewell Laughter, Elizabeth Blanton, Tid 
Compere, Wilma Kendrick, Jennabeth Jones, Elizabeth Wil-
liams, Etta Brennan, and Frances Strain served the Brigade 
as the original eleven majors. 14 
The captains, similarly, needed leadership qualities, 
but could be "younger women." In cooperation with her 
major, each captain picked a corps of five cadets. The 
strategy called for her to keep a list of active partici-
pants and replace any who resigned or "whose services have 
not been found satisfactory." The captains were responsible 
for notifying each cadet of the activities and taking care 
of transportation needs. 15 
The procedure suggested a quota system. As soon as 
the organization scheduled an event and the Adjutant ascer-
tained the number of cadets needed, the General and majors 
decided which group of cadets to use. Contacted by their 
majors, the captains called cadets until they filled the 
quota. 16 
1993. 
13 
Telephone interview, Mary Jones by author, 15 May 
14Ab' ilene Reporter News, 30 November 1941. 
15
"Tentative Suggestions," (n.d.], BBB Collection. 
16 Ibid. 
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cadets were to be "young women and girls of good char-
acter and reputation, preferably 18 years of age and older." 
They had to be able to give one evening a week "in behalf of 
soldier recreation," as partners for games and dances, or 
companions at picnics, barbecues, parties, and swimming. 
The organization also utilized such cadet talents as musical 
ability, skills at parlor games, pool, and ping pong. 17 
Sponsors required adult chaperones at each func-
tion . 18 The girls could not "arrive at, or leave (a] Sol-
dier function with men in uniform." Cadets presented a 
special pass to gain admittance to the function and reported 
to captains upon entering and leaving the gatherings. 19 
Except for a few minor alterations, these basic rules gov-
erned the Bluebonnet Brigade throughout its existence. 
By December 1941, organizers had changed the group's 
name from "Minute Brigadiers of Abilene" to the "Bluebonnet 
Brigade," affectionately termed the "Blues" by members, in 
an attempt to soften the military sound of the origina1. 20 
Morgan Jones, Jr. recalled that sponsors wished to honor the 
Texas state . flower because "we all knew what sweet things 
17Ibid. 
18
Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993. 
1911T t t. · d BB C 11 t. en a ive Suggestions," (n .. ], B o ec ion. 
. 
20
Abilene Reporter News, 2 November 1941; Question-
naire, Mary Mathi~ Cole, 2 January 1993. 
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they were." 21 Along with the name change, leaders expand-
ed the purpose statement: 
To form units of girls in the community who will par-
ticipate in activities planned for various types of 
recreation with the soldier personnel at Camp Barkeley. 
These activities will include dances, game parties, 
discussion groups, classes, outdoor sports, entertain-
~ents, dramatics, etc. 
Additionally, sponsors defined appropriate attire as "short 
dresses, unless otherwise specified. 1122 
The special pass referred to in the "Tentative Sugges-
tions" evolved into a "Personal Identification" Card. "Upon 
acceptance, [I] was issued an identification card, (with 
picture)," remembered Glenna Harber Mangrum. It had the 
member's photograph, name, address, signature; an officer 
signed on the front while the back of the card listed the 
rules. 23 As Camp Barkeley grew, the minimum age require-
ment was modified to allow women as young as seventeen to 
take part in the Brigade. 24 
In an effort to establish and clarify the chain of 
command, sponsors amended the "Tentative Suggestions." An 
Executive Committee comprised of majors and sponsors held 
21Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993. 
2211Bluebonnet Brigade" Information; Elizabeth Dickey 
to Bluebonnet Brigade New Members, (n.d.J, BBB Collection. 
23 Ibid.; Questionnaire, Glenna Harber Mangrum, 7 
January 1993; "Personal Identification Bluebonnet Brigade," 
BBB Collection. 
. 
24 Mary Jones interview, 14 April 1993; "Bluebonnet 
Brigade" information, BBB Collection. 
28 Bateman. The Brigade also issued invitations to women 
25 
recommended by the members of the corps, or by other re-
spected community members. "I was ask[ed] by the ladies at 
the uso .. . we were selected young ladies and we would be 
helping the war effort and the service men feel at home in 
our city," remembered Mary Mathis Cole. 29 
Individual reasons for joining varied. Blues volun-
teered to contribute to the war effort. Cherry Riley 
Gleason had a "younger brother overseas [and wanted] to 
help." 30 Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman recalled, "It was an 
opportunity to socialize with soldiers from all parts of the 
country . and we were contributing to the war effort by 
keeping up their morale." 31 Other young women joined an-
ticipating the fun of being with their girlfriends and the 
opportunities to meet the soldiers. 32 
In every case, would-be Bluebonnets underwent a simple 
but thorough screening. They filled out a written applica-
tion and responded to oral questions. All applicants 
pledged to comply with the rules set forth by the organiza-
28Questionnaire, Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, 19 January 
1993. 
29 Q t' ' h' 1 ues 1onna1re, Mary Mat is Coe, 2 January 1993. 
30Q t. . . 1 ues 1onna1re, Cherry Riley G eason, 5 January 1993. 
31 Q t' ' ' lk d D ues 1onna1re, Rose Shirley Wa ow Goo man, 24 ecember 1992 . 
32Questionnaires, Eulalia Browning, 25 January 1993, 
~ary Chelf Harley, 31 January 1993, Rita Fugita Taylor, 24 
ecember 1992, Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 20 January 1993. 
26 
tion.JJ Faced with potential misperceptions about the 
reputations of the Brigade members, the group's leadership 
placed heavy emphasis on the investigations for each pro-
spective Bluebonnet, and interviewers carefully screened 
each applicant, creating a comprehensive profile of the 
candidate.J 4 "I filled out a written application for mem-
bership. One had to be approved," declared Clarine Marsh 
Tiffany.JS One vital element was taken as proof of good 
character: references.J 6 Former Bluebonnet Mary Cather-
ine Redlinger explained, "You were required to have recom-
mendations from your clergyman or others as to your integri-
ty and good moral character. 11J 7 
Applicants frequently listed Hilliard s. Fatherree, 
principal at Abilene High School, as a character refer-
ence.JS A great advocate for student participation in 
home front assistance, he wrote, 
You young men and women of Abilene High School have 
carried on in a very concrete way . .. you have given 
hours of your time to ... presenting programs for 
JJQuestionnaire, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993. 
J4"Minutes, Bluebonnet Brigade Majors and Sponsors 
meeting, 25 May," [n.d.J, BBB Collection. 
35Questionnaire, Clarine Marsh Tiffany, 20 February 
1993. 
3 6Q t . · h . l W lk G d 2 ues ionnaire, Roses ir ey a ow oo man, 4 
December 1992; Application records, BBB Collection. 
J7Questionnaire, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 
1992. 
38Application records, BBB Collection. 
27 
soldiers and USO units . .. [and] contributed time .. 
• . (to] USO, and other needed war work. 39 
Although the Brigade accepted .high school students at their 
own initiation, Hazel Steel Greeson recalled that her intro-
duction to the Bluebonnets came when she was part of a group 
recruited from Abilene High School. Principal Fatherree 
recommended a group of young women to the Bluebonnets and 
allowed Brigade representatives to visit them in his office. 
After the initial meeting, sponsors invited Greeson to begin 
the Bluebonnet application process. 40 
On the basis of interviews and recommendations, a 
screening committee decided to reject or accept applicants; 
"not everyone could be a Blueb~nnet." 41 Morgan Jones , Jr. 
explained that the Brigade invited women to join only if 
they met the standards. 42 One thousand three hundred, 
seventy-four women filled out application cards for the 
Bluebonnet Brigade; eighty-five percent were selected to 
serve as a "Bluebonnet." 43 
39 The Flashlight Yearbook, published by the students 
of Abilene High School, Abilene, Texas, 1943. 
40 Telephone interview, Hazel Steel Greeson by author, 
28 December 1992; Questionnaire, Hazel Steel Greeson, 14 
January 1993. 
41 Telephone interview, Billye H. Morgan by author, 14 
December 1992. 
42 Morgan Jones, Jr . interview, 14 April 1993. 
43 Barchart, "Frequencies.;2," 9 March 1993, 12, SPSS 
:~lanation, SPSS-BB. The database contains data from the 
Srigade application cards. statistical Package for the 
ocial Sciences software used to produce summary and compar-
28 
The Brigade continued to accept applications until the 
end of the war. In 1941, with majors and captains included 
in the initial phase of recruitment, 149 women, thirteen 
percent of the 1,165, joined; the largest number--439--
enlisted in 1942 44 (Table One). Some, like nineteen-year-
old Mary Hedrick Harper, participated in the summer and at 
holidays and went to school during the year; others, like 
Jacile Ashton Potter, Student Council Secretary at Abilene 
Christian High School, lived in Abilene and joined i.n activ-
ities throughout the year. 45 
TABLE ONE 
Number of Women Recruited by Year 
Year* Number 
1941 149 
1942 439 
1943 198 
' 
1944 161 
1945 16 
Total 963 
*The application year for 202 women was undetermined. 
Source: BBB Database. 
ative statistics . output from such program runs are hereaf-
ter cited as SPSS -BB, (Appendix Three), Bluebonnet Data 
AbBa~e, History Department, Abilene Christian University, 1.lene, Texas. 
44 C Barchart, "Outfile.;82," 5 February 1993, 36; 
rosstab, "Outfile.;79," 5 February 1993, 28, SPSS -B B. 
199 
45 Questionnaires, Mary Hedrick Harper, 17 December 
y 2 , Jacile Ashton Potter, 22 December 1992; The Cactus 
1:~~ook, ~bil 7ne Christian Hig~ School, Abilene, Texas, 
'Applications and membership records, BBB Collection. 
EVen as the war appeared to be coming to an end, the 
Brigade continued enlisting young women. Geraldine White, 
21 , attended Hardin Simmons University when she joined the 
Brigade in 1944, and Lela Malone, who worked as a waitress 
on Hickory Street when she was not attending Abilene High 
school, joined the Blues in January, 1945. 46 
29 
Fifteen percent of the total applicants failed to meet 
the criteria established by sponsors. While the records do 
not reveal the exact cause for disapproval in most cases, 
notations on the application cards suggest strong feelings. 
such phrases as "Never!," and "No good, No," indicated firm 
opposition to some petitioners, while other cards merely had 
a question mark, or a line drawn across it. One applicant's 
•other would not allow her to join the association and 
sponsors considered others too young. 47 
Successful candidates received corps assignments and a 
general information sheet. USO council member Elizabeth 
Dickey welcomed each new member to the Brigade with the 
"Hope that you will enjoy doing your part by assisting in 
the entertainment of the soldiers." Dickey also informed 
46Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
' 
t b 47 Barchart, "Outfile.;82," 5 February 1993, 36, Cross-
"a, "Outfile.;79," s February 1993, 28, Crosstab, 
a:~marks.lis.;2," 16 April 1993, 16-23, SPSS-BB; ~pplication 
Dlembership records, BBB Collection. 
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each cadet of her corps number and her major and cap-
tain. 48 
Attendance at three events each month was mandatory 
for maintaining membership in the organization. 49 The 
Brigade required each member to know her corps number and 
captain, facilitating her knowledge of functions to 
attend.so Blues accompanied soldiers to graduation par-
ties, picnics, lake parties, and lawn parties. Brigade 
members also . provided companionship at the usos for pool, 
parlor games, and sing alongs. Dances were the most fre-
quent gatherings attended by the Blues with at least three 
scheduled events each week. Wednesday they assembled at the 
Fifth street uso, Friday nights were reserved for the field 
house at Barkeley, and on Saturday evenings the Second 
Street USO hosted the dances. In addition to these regular-
ly scheduled gatherings, special events such as Officer 
Candidate graduation dances and picnics also required atten-
dance of Bluebonnets. The Abilene Reporter News continued 
to support the organization and ran schedules of Bluebonnet 
activities . sl 
to 
48Application and membership records; Elizabeth Dickey 
new Bluebonnet Brigade members , (n.d.J, BBB Collection . 
49 Attendance records, BBB Collection. 
50
Ruth Leach to Bluebonnets, (n.d.J, BBB Collection . 
51 Camp Barkeley News, 11 February 1944; Abilene Re-
»s>rter News 29 July 1945,· Activities records, BBB Collec-tion. ' 
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As a record of attendance, the women signed into each 
function, noting her corps number, name, and arrival time on 
the register. At evening's end and on her way out, each 
Bluebonnet entered her departure time. Sponsors collected 
the registration forms and transferred the information to 
cards, recording the weekly and monthly attendance. Many 
participated more than the required three times per month; 
in August 1945, Mary Rose Smart and Marie Robertson went to 
six parties each. 52 
During the early months of the war, a number of young 
women in the Abilene community not associated with the 
Brigade attended Bluebonnet functions. Sponsors found this 
objectionable as they had worked to protect the Blues' 
reputations. In order to clarify attendance rules for 
Brigade functions, majors and sponsors issued amendments. 
The Brigade limited admission to members with proper identi-
fication cards, and to soldiers' spouses or out-of-town 
guests with proper credentials, such as a gate pass . 53 
Miss Graham notified the Bluebonnet members of the amend-
ments on a note that included the reminder, "IDLE GOSSIP 
8In& SHIPS. 1154 
52 Attendance records, 1941-1945, August 1945, BBB 
Collection. 
53"M' t . S inu es of meeting of Bluebonnet 
ponsors," 6 July [n.d.], 24 August 1942, 
~mp Barkeley News, 24 July 1942. 
Brigade Majors and 
BBB Collection; 
54 
Jeannette Graham to Bluebonnet Brigade members, 15 
July l942, BBB Collection. 
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Another rule revision concerned the enforcement of the 
age limitation. According to Brigade records, the Blues 
accepted girls younger than seventeen as long as they were 
seniors in high school. It appears that girls younger than 
seventeen sometimes erroneously indicated that they were 
seniors, and the misuse of this exception brought about an 
agreement among the sponsors and majors for strict enforce-
ment of the stipulation. The Executive Committee dropped 
from the rolls those younger than seventeen who were not on 
the senior class list, and proceeded to accept applicants 
only within the strict confines. The Executive Committee 
also amended the rules to strengthen attendance. Majors 
were to contact any member not attending at least three 
functions in a month to determine whether the offender 
wished to continue as a Blue.ss 
While more than 1,150 women served as Bluebonnets from 
1941 to 1945, the organization rarely enrolled more than 450 
at any given time. Four hundred twelve women served in May 
1942, the number grew to four hundred twenty-seven in 1943, 
and peaked at four hundred seventy-four in November 1944. 
The Brigade added three new corps to the original eleven as 
the membership fluctuated, with Corps Thirteen reserved for 
college students home for the summer. 56 
5511M t· · · d 
80 ee ing of the Bluebonnet Brigade MaJors an Spon-BBBrs," 25 May [n.d.]; Application and membership records, 
Collection. 
56A 1 · . PP ication and membership records, BBB Collection . 
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The Executive Committee updated the roster as members 
joined and left the organization. Blues resigned from the 
Brigade to go to school or move away from Abilene, and the 
committee dropped others from the rolls for non-participa-
tion.57 Members chose inactive status as pressures of 
work or school demanded their time; twelve percent of the 
membership moved to inactive status during the four years. 
As volunteers left town or became inactive, the Executive 
committee appointed members to fill the voids left in lead-
ership positions. Mature cadets advanced to the rank of 
captain and dependable captains assumed further duties as 
majors. 58 
Organizers originally selected a s majors only women 
known personally to them. By November 1944, Jennabeth Jones 
was the sole original major still enrolled in this position. 
New leaders, such as Mary Catherine Redlinger, advanced 
through the ranks. The Executive Committee assigned 
Redlinger to Corps I when she joined in January 1942. One 
-
year later, she elevated to the more demanding position of 
Major of Corps I. Redlinger continued to serve the Brigade 
in this role until 1944 when she left for California. She 
took with her a letter of introduction, signed by Mrs. 
Knight and Elizabeth Dickey, praising her as "an active 
57 Ibid. 
58 
Ap 1 <:rosstab, "Onroles.;1," 12 March 1993, 26, SPSS-BB; Ma~ icat1.on and membership records, "Minutes of Bluebonnet 
ors Meeting," 24 August 1942, BBB Collection. 
34 
member in good standing as a Bluebonnet ..• we can hearti-
d h 1159 ly recommen er. 
The Blues, however, needed more than talented members. 
sponsors also enlisted the help of mature chaperones to 
ensure the Brigade's respectability. "Mrs . Knight was a 
dear--and she was concerned (though never seeming to make an 
issue of it) about our reputation," explained Franc~s Evans 
Wilson. 60 In a continued effort to protect this reputa-
tion, Leach and Knight involved other mature women both from 
Abilene and the surrounding area to help sponsor and chaper-
on the parties. Billye H. Morgan remembered that Anson and 
Stamford women came to Abilene by bus with their sponsors, 
Mrs. Robert Cross and Mrs. Grady Flynt. These Brigade 
members joined the Abilenians at the USOs to take buses on 
to Camp Barkeley. 61 
The expanding activities of the Bluebonnets required 
an increased number of sponsors and chaperons at the usos 
and at Barkeley . Morgan and Mary Jones attended Brigade 
functions at the USO in their chaperon role often accompa-
nied by Mrs. Jones' aunt, Mrs. E. M. Whatley, who not only 
Qu . 59 Application and membership records, BBB Collection; 
estionnaire, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 1992 . 
60Q t· . . F b 
1993 • ues 1onna1re, Frances Evans Wilson, 1 e ruary 
61 
888 5th Street Scene, 19 April 1944, Membership records, 
1992 7°llection; Billye H. Morgan interview, 14 December 
'Mary Jones interview, 14 April 1993. 
chaperoned, but also "often danced with the soldiers. 1162 
EVelyn Bein recalled that her mother, Mrs. Evelyn 
Willoughby, "thought of herself as a matchmaker, and 
35 
when Barkeley came," the Bluebonnet Brigade offered wide 
fields for her ability. 63 Also recruited to serve as spon-
sors were Mrs. Tom McMahon, Mrs. L. J. McMinn, Mrs. Louise 
Harrup, Mrs. A. o. Richardson, and Mrs. Knight's niece, Miss 
Lurline Rencher. Mrs. D. T. Laughter, a young widow and one 
of the original majors of the Brigade, moved to the position 
of sponsor. 64 Chosen for their maturity and reliability, 
these sponsors and chaperons enforced the rules faithful-
ly.65 Former Bluebonnet Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman re-
membered that, "my mother, Mrs. Hyman Walkow," also served 
as a sponsor and chaperon. She continued, "We were a very 
well chaperoned group and had to be absolutely circumspect 
in dress, manners, and behavior. 1166 
Such careful attention to details made the Bluebonnet 
Brigade's association with Camp Barkeley the most successful 
of similar organizations in the vicinity. Groups in Dallas 
62Mary Jones interview, 14 April 1993. 
63 Telephone interview, Evelyn Bein by author, 15 
December 1992. 
645th Street Scene, 29 November 1944, 19 April 1944, 
BBB Collection; Abilene Reporter News, 18 April 1945. 
65 Morgan Jones, Jr. interview, 14 April 1993. 
66Q t· Dec b ues 1.onnaire, Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman, 24 
em er 1992. 
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and Fort Worth experienced problems in management and poli-
cy, causing their women's auxiliaries to be disbanded or 
reorganized. 67 Abilenians endeavored to foster a feeling 
of goodwill toward their community by formulating an appro-
priate environment for the soldiers and townspeople. Poli-
cies set forth by select administrators ensured the success 
of the Bluebonnet Brigade, which in turn reassured the town 
it was fulfilling its obligation. 
While the Bluebonnet Brigade's leadership originated 
from a core of close associates and the organization largely 
reflected their values, the young women recruited for the 
Brigade came from a rather more diverse cross section of the 
city's community and represented the image the city wanted 
to protect. 
67 
CamR__Barkeley News, 20 February 1942. 
CHAPTER 3 
While World War II provided an opportunity for 
Abilene's citizens to respond to the social needs of Camp 
Barkeley soldiers, it also created a potentially serious 
problem of thousands of unattached young recruits threaten-
ing the community's moral standards. Faced with this on-
slaught of men ·from diverse backgrounds, Abilene's city 
fathers anticipated that the Bluebonnet Brigade would not 
only host the young men, but also channel their youthful 
ardor into approved activities. The Brigade's composition 
was thus not left to chance. A carefully developed screen-
ing process ensured that only those women who met the city's 
concept of an "all American girl" mingled . with .the "Barkeley 
boys . " 
Large numbers of Abilene's young women were excluded 
by the application and elimination process, the Bluebonnet's 
informal recruiting procedures, and a natural limitation of 
the number of women the tasks required. From a pool of 
1,409 young women between the ages of fifteen and nineteen 
in 1940, only 265, or nineteen percent, joined the Bluebon-
37 
38 
nets in 1942, the first full year of operation. 1 None were 
African-Americans or had Hispanic , surnames, and only one 
Japanese-American, Freda Fugita, represented any group other 
than an Anglo heritage. Those chosen for the Blues repre-
sented a composite of small town America's ideal young 
woman. 
The Bluebonnet Brigade's application card served as 
the primary mechanism to determine which women could carry 
out the group's mission. Each form requested the appli-
cant's name, address, and age, then solicited cultural 
information including religious affiliation, current employ-
ment, and educa tional background; it finally invited would-
be members to record their special interests and hobbies. 2 
Fifteen percent of the applicants were rejected. Those 
remaining applicants reflected the community's perception of 
"the very finest young women in Abilene. 113 
The vast majority of the Bluebonnets--ninety-two 
percent--lived in Abilene (Table Two). The initial recruit-
ment period during 1941 provided the Brigade with the larg-
est amou nt of local talent, and on ly gradually did non-resi-
1census information co nc erning ages taken from: Paul 
D. Lack, Robert w. Sledge, Fane Downs, Paul E. Jungmeyer, 
Di~ History of Abilene: Facts and Sources, McMurry College, 
Abilene, Texas; crosstab, "Ageonrol.; 2," 21 April 1993, 97; 
Crosstab, "Outfil c .;79," 5 February 1993, 14, SPSS-BB. 
2Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
3Questionnaire, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993. 
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dents b1-end into the Blues. As late as 1945, eighty-eight 
percent were Abilene residents. 4 
I TABLE TWO I Hometown at Application 
Year Abilene Resident Other 
1941 95.9% 4.1% 
1942 94.0% 6.0% 
1943 94.9% 5.1% 
1944 89.3% 10.7% 
1945 87.5% 12 . 5% 
( Average I 92.3% I 7.7% I 
Source: BBB Database 
Most non-Abilenians came from nearby areas--Hawley, 
Winters, sweetwater- -c ommunities that shared the larger 
city's religious and social values . Some young women regu-
lar1-y commuted to Abilene for Bluebonnet activities, others 
found employment in the larger city. Typical of the former, 
as many as sixteen young women from the Anson/Stamford areas 
traveled to Abilene each week. Marguerite Mcclendon, repre-
sentative of the latter, graduated from nearby Baird High 
School and worked as a bookkeeper in Abilene, and she looked 
to the Bluebonnet Brigade for her war-time volunteer contri-
butions.5 
The Bluebonnets remained almost exclusively local in 
character, but exceptions included youths visiting Abilene 
4crosstab, " Yearapp.;2, " 26 April 1993, 17, SPSS-BB. 
5Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
40 
friends or families well known to the Brigade's leadership, 
or women who found employment at Camp Barkeley. Community 
visitors held relatively short-term memberships: Oklahoma 
City high schooler Coralyn Calmes joined for the summer of 
1942; sisters Lorrain and Kathleen Wallace enrolled for the 
two weeks of their summer vacation that same year; and 
Margaret Hodges participated in Blues' activities for three 
weeks prior to returning to her teaching post in Cooper, 
Texas. Others--among them Ursula Goodhart of Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania--worked as Barkeley .support personnel. These 
women found Bluebonnet activities a pleasurable extension of 
their employment associations. Occasionally a volunteer 
transferred from similar organizations in other cities. 
Jeannette Lorensen moved to Abilene from Gatesville, Texas, 
where she had been active in the USO's Girls Service Organi-
zation; and Reta Kassuer left the Sweetwater USO Sweethearts 
for the Bluebonnets in 1943. In common with several other 
non-Abilenian Blues, Kassuer also worked as a secretary at 
Barkeley. · By largely limiting female membership to local 
inhabitants, the community hoped the young women would 
preserve cherished Abilene traditions. 6 
Quite naturally, the Bluebonnets' ages corresponded to 
that of the young men training for war; eighty-nine percent 
were between the ages of 17 and 25 years old 7 (Table 
6Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
7crosstab, "Bchart,lis;l," 16 April 1993, 21, SPSS-BB. 
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Three). Although the minimum age requirement was seventeen, 
occasionally a younger woman managed to join. Frances Evans 
Wilson explained: "I was 'not quite' 16. But I was also in 
my second semester as a freshman at HSU[.] I'm not sure 
Mrs. Knight knew my age--I think she probably did and bent 
the rules a bit, thinking I was mature enough for the 
group. 118 
I TABLE THREE I Age of Women at Application 
Age* Percentage of 
Membership 
15-16 2.6% 
17-19 54.3% 
20-25 34.6% 
26-29 5 . 7% 
30-33, 35, 43 2.8% 
I Total I 100.00% I 
*The ages of 135 of · the women was undetermined. 
Source: BBB Database 
Women of high school and early college ages comprised 
the largest number, but only six percent of the women join-
ing the Brigade were between the ages of twenty-six and 
twenty-nine. The number of women over the age of thirty 
accounted for less than three percent of the Bluebonnets, 
and at age forty-three, bookkeeper Emily Mitchell was the 
8Questionnaire, Frances Evans Wilson, 1 February 1993. 
42 
oldest member of the Brigade and the only one past thirty-
five. 9 
Bluebonnet Brigade members also reflected Abilene's 
church-going culture. Eighty-one percent of the Blues 
indicating a formal affiliation with a church group belonged 
to congregations of the same background as the city's three 
institutions of higher learning: Methodist, Baptist, and 
Church of Christ; and only six percent designated no associ-
ation with any religious body. The remaining twenty-one 
percent of the Brigade claimed affiliation as Catholics, 
Epis ·copalians, Presbyterians, and one--Rose Shirley Walkow--
was a Jew 10 (Table Four). 
Brigade rules generally forbade accepting prospective 
dates at Barkeley and USO parties; however, religious func-
tions provided a positive atmosphere for the women to meet 
and socialize with Barkeley soldiers. Cherry Riley Gleason 
recalled that her singles class teacher at the First Baptist 
Church invited the women and soldiers to the more relaxed 
atmosphere of her home. 11 Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, re-
flecting on her experience with the Blues, recalled that 
9crosstab, "Bchart,lis;l," 16 April 1993, 21, SPSS-BB, 
Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
10 crosstabs, "Onroles;l," 12 March 1993, 26; 
Crosstabs, "Onroles.;2," 21 April 199 ·3, 18, SPSS-BB; Ques-
tionnaire, Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman, 24 December 1992 . 
11oral interview, Cherry Riley Gleason by author, 25 
January 1993. 
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soldiers invited her to church since they "were not allowed 
to make dates. " 12 
TABLE FOUR 
Religious Affiliation at Application 
Affiliation Percentage 
Baptist 38.3% 
Methodist 26.4% 
Church of Christ/ 16.0% 
Christian 
Presbyterian 5.3% 
Episcopal 3.6% 
Catholic 3.2% 
Other Christian 1.0% 
Jew 0.2% 
No Association 6.0% 
Total 100.0% 
Source: BBB Database 
When not engaged in Bluebonnet activities, the women 
either attended school or worked in traditional occupations. 
At least one-third of the Blues were enrolled in school at 
the time of application. 13 Forty percent of those joining 
the Blues marked "high school" as the highest level of 
education achieved, while twenty percent attended or had 
experience at business school 14 (Table Five) . One former 
Bluebonnet reflected on her pursuits at Draughon's Business 
1993. 
12 Questionnaire, Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, 19 January 
13 crosstab, "Occup. ;2," 26 April 1993, 13-14, SPSS-BB. 
14 crosstab, "Educate. ;2" 26 April 1993, 23, SPSS-BB. 
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College and noted that normally one attended off and on for 
years and that "you didn ' t graduate , you just quit. 1115 
TABLE FIVE 
Highest Level of Education 
at Application 
Level Percentage 
High School 39.5% 
Business School 19.0% 
College 29.0% 
College Degree 9 . 8% 
Other 1 . 7% 
I Total I 100.0% I 
Source: BBB Database 
Twenty - nine percent of the Bluebonnets counted at 
least one semester of college. The three local institu-
tions, Abilene Christian College, Hardin Simmons University , 
and McMurry College numbered most frequently among t he 
options . students and alumni of colleges such as Southern 
Methodist Un iversity, Texas Tec h , Texas State Col l ege for 
Women, the University of Texas, a nd North Texas State 
Teacher's College also belonged to the Brigade. Ten percent 
of the women held degrees from colleges or u niversities , and 
a small number pursued education at the graduate level. 16 
lScherry Riley Gleason interview , 25 January 1993. 
16crosstab, "Educate. ; 2 ," 26 April 1993, 23, SPSS - BB; 
Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
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Seventy percent of the Blues held jobs at the time of 
application 17 (Table Six). Over one-third worked in cler-
ical positions including stenographers, typists, secretar-
ies, cashiers, and retail clerks. 18 The Quartermaster 
I TABLE SIX I Occupations at Application 
Occupation Percentage 
Clerical 35.6% 
School 33.7% 
Teaching 6.9% 
All other 23.8% 
I Total I 100.0% I 
Source: BBB Database 
Office at Barkeley employed twenty-six year old Cherry Riley 
Gleason as a clerk during her service with the Brigade; she 
had "worked even before joining the Bluebonnets •.• at a 
finance company that handled cars." Gleason saw that with 
the coming of the war and its shortages, there soon would be 
no cars to finance, so she responded to a questionnaire for 
the Government and reported for work at Barkeley in March, 
1942. Her superior at the camp, Bluebonnet Charlyne 
Tugwell, shortly introduced Gleason to the Brigade . 19 
17 crosstab, "Occup;l," 26 April 1993, 27-28, SPSS-BB. 
18 crosstab, "Onroles;l," 12 March 1993, 19, SPSS-BB. 
19cherry Riley Gleason interview, 25 January 1993; 
Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
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Just over one in ten Bluebonnets worked at Barkeley in 
direct daily contact with Gis. 20 
At the time of application, seven percent of the women 
indicated their occupation as teachers , most in Abilene 
schools. Others instructed in Lubbock, San Angelo, and 
Merkel. Emmagene Hale applied for membership in June of 
1942, on summer break from her position in Dallas' Highland 
Park school . 21 Additionally, Bluebonnets held occupations 
that were normally inaccessible to women. Two drove taxi 
cabs, one labored as a sheet metal worker, another was a 
"meteorology observer," and yet another listed her vocation 
as "rancher . 1122 
A few Bluebonnets focused - their complete attention on 
volunteer activities. Among them , Mary Catherine Redlinger 
devoted all of her time to the war effort. She recalled, 
"Most of the girls [Bluebonnets) worked or were in school , I 
did neither." In addition to her contributions to the 
Brigade, Redlinger also served the Abilene USO sponsored 
Girls Service organization as its first president. 23 
20 crosstab, " Onroles.;2, 11 21 April 1993, 19, SPSS-BB . 
21 crosstab, "Occup.;2," 26 April 1993, 13, 14, SPSS -
BB; Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
22Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
23 Telephone interview, Mary Catherine Redlinger by 
author, 29 December 1992; Questionnaire, Mary Catherine 
Redlinger , December 1992. 
47 
The application form made clear the types of recre-
ation approved by the Brigade's sponsors, and these activi-
ties reflected the community's vision of appropriate male-
female associations. Dancing was the most popular enter-
tainment; ninety-eight percent of the Blues responded "yes" 
when asked if they danced. 24 For Jacile Ashton Potter, 
the opportunity to dance was her main consideration in 
becoming associated with the Brigade. 25 In October 1943, 
the weekly newsletter produced by the Fifth Street USO 
referred to these young women as "cute .. . smart and. 
the best dancers in the whole state of Texas. 1126 
Parlor games gained popularity throughout the nation 
during the war, and the women of the Bluebonnet Brigade 
reflected this trend in their responses on the applica-
tion.27 over eighty percent of the Bluebonnets responded 
affirmatively when asked if they enjoyed indoor games. 28 
The Abilene usos made cards, dominoes, checkers, and Chinese 
checkers available, and one former Bluebonnet fondly re-
called that during her association with the Brigade, "I 
24crosstab, "Year.;1," 26 April 1993, 29, SPSS-BB. 
25Questionnaire, Jacile Ashton Potter, 22 December 
1992. 
26Fifth Street Salute, 20 October 1943, BBB Collec-
tion. 
27 Richard R. Lingeman, Don't You Know There's a War 
On?: The American Home Front, 1941-1945, (New York: GP 
Putnam's Sons, 1970), 272. 
28crosstab, "Onroles.;1," 12 March 1993, 31, SPSS-BB. 
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learned to play a mean game of pool." 29 Just under three-
fourths of the Brigade members indicated a fondness for card 
games generally, but only one-third of the women played the 
complex game of Bridge. 30 
Sponsors considered musical and dramatic ability 
important for Brigade gatherings. Drama appealed to thirty-
nine percent of the women, although one young member noted 
her interest was "only as a spectator." Over one-third of 
the members enjoyed singing while only sixteen percent 
reported that they played musical instruments, including the 
piano, harmonica, saxophone, . clarinet, alto clarinet, cor-
net, violin, and cello. 31 
The sponsors further requested candidates, all of whom 
agreed to attend at least one party each week, to indicate 
their interest in outdoor activities. Sports and other 
outdoor games attracted over half of the members. Individu-
al members specifically mentioned football, volleyball, and 
tennis, and ninety percent of the membership welcomed the 
opportunity to picnic. 32 As personal hobbies and inter-
29 cherry Gleason, letter to author, 7 January 1993; 
BBB Collection. 
30 crosstab, "Year;l," 26 April 1993, 33, 35, SPSS-BB. 
31 crosstab, "Onroles. ;2," 21 April 1993, 16; Crosstab, 
"Ageonrol.;2," 21 April 1993, 69; Crosstab, "Occup.;2," 26 
April 1993, 43, SPSS-BB; Application and membership records, 
BBB Collection • . 
32 crosstab, "Yearapp. ;2," 26 .April 1993, 54, 56; 
Crosstab, "Year.;1," 26 April 1993, 39, SPSS-BB. 
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ests, Bluebonnets enjoyed art, needlework, collecting match 
folders, and archery. "Kodaking," reading, and skating also 
numbered among the members' activities. 3 3 
Blues supported the war effort in other community 
assistance activities. Frances Evans Wilson, Rose Shirley 
Walkow Goodman, and Marie Johnson Rainey volunteered for the 
Red Cross at the Air Base by making and serving sandwiches 
to "transient pilots. 1134 Others helped the Red Cross by 
rolling bandages and assisting at headquarters. 35 Some 
Bluebonnets also sold bonds in the bond drives and one 
former Bluebonnet recalled f~rming a carpool to travel back 
and forth to work. 36 
Sponsors designed a strategy that ensured that only 
"high caliber girls ••• (of] exceedingly good morals" 
numbered among the Brigade, and organizers worked to guaran-
tee the program's success by involving young women who would 
best reflect the values of the community. 37 The applica-
tion process played the key role in discovering each candi-
33 Application and membership records, BBB Collection. 
34 Questionnaires, Frances Evans Wilson, 1 February 
1993, Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman, 24 December 1992, Marie 
Johnson Rainey, 29 December 1992. 
35Questionnaires, Jennabeth Jones Shelton, 13 March 
1993, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993 . 
36 Abilene Reporter News, 12 September 1942; Cherry 
Riley Gleason interview, 25 January 1993 . 
37 Questionnaire, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 
1992 . 
date's potential. The carefully chosen young women of the 
Bluebonnet Brigade quickly immersed themselves in their 
primary objective in the appropriate activities with Camp 
Barkeley's soldiers. 
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CHAPTER 4 
The Bluebonnet Brigade completed "twel ve -thous a nd 
ninety-six hours of violent jitterbugging," all in the name 
of national defense, praised the Camp Barkeley News in early 
1942 . 1 This splashy reportage belied the careful orches-
tration Brigade leaders brought to each activity undertaken 
by the Bluebonnets. Brigade organizers painstakingly de-
signed a volunteer association predicted by strict regula-
tion where they carefully recruited a leadership from a 
well-known coterie while the general membership admitted a 
more diverse coalescence. The application process ensured 
the proper selection of young women, . and those ordained to 
wear the name Bluebonnet began their volunteer service at 
studiously supervised events. 
The young people enjoyed no autonomy concerning the 
gatherings at which they would socialize. Bluebonnet lead-
ers, with their own concept of proper associations, worked 
in conjunction with Camp officials to ensure that the affil-
iation suited the vision of the Abilene community. Soldiers 
and Blues gathered for a variety of occasions including both 
regularly scheduled events as well as special parties. The 
1camp Barkeley News, 20 February 1942 . 
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favored recreation among both men and women was dancing. 
They also enjoyed game parties and picnics, each meeting 
assuming its own character. 
52 
Dances, the principle function bringing together Blues 
and Gis, were marked by their vivacity and were often physi-
cally arduous affairs for the young women. With ten sol-
diers to each Brigade member, "the girls danced solid," 
recalled Joel Wilson, former Second Street USO employee. 
Wilson attended all of the Second Street dances during his 
employment and noted, "We would start a dance, and after a 
time •.• [I] would blow a whistle .indicating it was time 
to change partners. 112 Former Bluebonnet Velma Jean Tucker 
Bateman simply remembered, "We'd dance in high heels all 
night long. 113 
Bluebonnet dances varied from the highly formal af-
fairs celebrating graduations to frenzied gatherings where 
the jitterbug dominated the evenings. Each function attend-
ed by the Bluebonnet Brigade realized a distinct character 
shaped by the dynamics of the occasion. Beginning with a 
Halloween dance in 1941, Bluebonnets formally sponsored more 
than four hundred events offering escape to all from war's 
pressures. 4 
2 camp Barkeley News, 22 May 1942; Joel c. Wilson 
interview, 5 March 1993. 
3Telephone interview, Velma Jean Tucker Bateman by 
author, 14 December 1992. 
4Activities records, BBB Collection. 
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The Barkeley administration arranged recreation oppor-
tunities for both enlisted men and officers, and the Blue-
bonnet Brigade supported both without discrimination. The 
ambience of the weekly dances for enlisted soldiers offered 
the chance for a purely fun evening. Such events often gave 
vent to a youthful exuberance as yet undimmed by the war. 
Each Friday night, soldiers gathered with Blues at 
Barkeley's Field House to "swing and sway and even rhumba 
with those lovelies. 115 Initially, soldiers bought tickets 
to these dances for twenty-five cents. The young men waited 
in block long lines "an hour before the doors were slated to -
open," and officials rationed attendance to the first one 
thousand Gis. 6 Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman recalled her 
experiences at the Camp where the Army designated "a latrine 
for us to use as a lady's r,est room. It was guarded so no 
'mistakes' would be made. We thought that so funny." 7 
While Bluebonnets enjoyed the weekly dances at 
Barkeley and the USOs, they also joined individual military 
divisions at special dances. The Reconditioning and Train-
ing unit used the circumstance of their move as an excuse to 
throw a barn dance. In the .invitation to the Blues, the "R 
& T boys" explained, "We wood B mity pleased if ya all wood 
5Activities records, BBB Collection; Camp Barkeley 
News, 23 February 1945. 
6camp Barkeley News, 27 March 1942. 
7Questionnaire, Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman, 24 Decem-
ber 1992. 
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com out ta R hous warmin • pleas all com cause were 
lonesome . 118 Often, at these more relaxed gatherings, part-
ners competed in the more popular dances . Announcing the 
"a ll Camp Barkeley jitterbug contest" in January 1942, the 
45th Division News encouraged potential participants indi-
cating that "real worm-squirming" dancing would take place 
on a cleared floor "so the contestants can't injure the 
fixtures or innocent bystanders. 119 At the 90th division 
"Going Away Dance" held in January 1943, those judged the 
"best jitterbugs" and "best waltzers" won cash prizes. 10 
Although the enlisted dances generally offered a 
casual atmosphere, officers' events maintained more formali-
ty. one of the largest groups of recruits at Camp Barkeley 
trained for the Medical Administrative Corps, Officer Candi-
date School (MAC-OCS}. The first class concluded in July 
1942 with two-hundred thirty-eight officers graduating . By 
October of 1942, the ocs trained five hundred officers each 
week. 11 As each company prepared for the celebration to 
follow graduation, they gave particular consideration to the 
Bluebonnet Brigade. Blues received notice of each event 
through the Brigade organization, and invitations explicitly 
informed the women of details of the impending festivities. 
8Activities records, BBB Collection. 
9 45th Division News, 9 January 1942 , BBB Collection. 
10Activities records, BBB Collection. 
11Myers, "World War II, " 38 , 39. 
55 
Most often, the MAC-OCS Graduation dances constituted a 
formal event with special programs and music. Dances took 
place at both Camp Barkeley and USO clubs; the bands chosen 
to play for the different affairs consisted of soldier/ 
musicians. 12 
One of the most popular bands at the Bluebonnet dances 
was directed by the 90th division's Lieutenant Bob Tiffany. 
Tiffany recalled that he and "fellows who had been profes-
sional musicians in civilian life" comprised the 358th 
Infantry Dance Band. "I organized the dance band ••• 
(and] played the trumpet." Tiffany personally issued an 
invitation to the Brigade for a Christmas party, "Holly Day 
Hop," in December 1942. He told the Blues that "Santa Claus 
has promised to make an appearance ••• (and] there'll be 
mistletoe there, too. 1113 
Other seasonal dances presented diversity for the 
young people. In March 1942, the "Headquarters men" spon-
sored the "First Annual Easter Ball." This event, held at 
Abilene's Hilton Hotel Ballroom, featured a floor show with 
a "Negro Novelty Dance." The Camp Barkeley News announced a 
1944 April Fool Dance and proclaimed that each soldier at-
tending "will be given a two week furlough. Of course, you 
can't use the thing because Saturday is April 1. 1114 Every 
12Activities records, BBB Collection. 
13Activities records, BBB Collection. 
14camp Barkeley News, 31 March 1944. 
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year additional holiday celebrations took place honoring New 
Year, Washington's birthday, the Fourth of July, and Fall's 
commencement. 15 
Beyond dancing only, food and drink helped individual-
ize each party. Generally, most gatherings offered a simple 
refreshment table, although some parties included dinner. 
Virtually all the dances offered at least punch and cookies, 
often soft drinks and coffee also made the menu. For spe--
cial occasions, "other goodies" such as finger sandwiches 
and homemade dishes joined the fare. Brigade officials 
forbade any alcoholic beverages at their functions. 16 
Birthdays and . anniversaries also created opportunities 
for the Blues to intermingle with soldiers. The Bluebonnet 
Brigade and Fifth Street USO Club often co-hosted their 
joint anniversaries. Celebrated during October , each party 
included a formal dance, and in 1943 Bluebonnets wore "masks 
for that Hallowe'en touch." The Blues' 1944 belated birth-
day party featured entertainment by the 66th Medics Orches-
tra and was held at the 5th Street USO in November. 17 
15Activities records, BBB Collection. 
16Activities records, BBB Collection; Questionnaires, 
Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993, Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 2Q 
January 1993, Rose Shirley Walkow Goodman, 24 December 1992, 
Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 1992, Jacile Ashton 
Potter, 22 December 1992, Barbara Clayton Reynolds, 4 Janu-
ary 1993, Jennabeth Jones Shelton, 13 April 1993, Jacque 
Hittson Chavez, 7 January 1993, Hazel Steel Greeson, 14 
January 1993, and Roy Helen Herndon Ackers, 16 March 1993. 
17Activities records, BBB Collection. 
57 
Brigade members had untold chances to dance with the sol-
diers during the war years, but dancing was not the only 
occasion for gathering with the Gis. 
Bluebonnet leadership arranged for the Brigade to 
participate in activities indicated on the application 
forms. Blues met regularly at the Abilene USOs to play 
cards, pool, and ping pong. Cherry Riley Gleason had a 
somewhat unique position in the Brigade since she did not 
dance. Gleason explained, "I was not a dancer, but I count-
ed heads as they came in the door, was a hat check girl, 
(and] helped with refreshments. 1118 
Other authorized gatherings also took place away from 
the usos and Camp. Blues assembled with soldiers at lakes 
and parks for picnics and other outdoor frolics as well 
chaperoned as the dances. Lake Fort Phantom and the Abilene 
State Park were popular sites for these activities. In 
1943, MAC-OCS Class Twenty-Five deviated from the customary 
formal graduation dance. They chose instead to go to the 
State Park where they played games, swam "in water, not 
sweat , " and ate an "epicure's delight--no beans." When the 
18 Questionnaires, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993, 
Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 20 January 1993, Cherry Riley 
Gleason, 5 January 1993; Cherry Gleason, letter to author, 
15 December 1992; BBB Collection. 
fun of the late afternoon ended, they danced "under the 
Texas stars. " 19 
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Brigade rules prohibited the membership from having 
designated dates at authorized functions. However, sponsors 
allowed for association during the Blues' own free time. 
Rita Fugita Taylor recalled that she "managed to get •.• 
[a] phone number to just a few," at the events. 20 Usual-
ly, the soldier invited the young woman to a movie and 
snacks or a meal afterwards. The Wooten Drug Store served 
Cokes and ice cream to those wanting light.er fare , while the 
Dixie Pig and Mack Eplen's served hamburgers to the hungri-
er. Sometimes dates were simply leisurely walks and conver-
sation. Soldiers also invited Blues to non-Brigad e spon-
sored dances held at the USOs, or in the summertime at Kirby 
Park. 21 Hazel Steel Greeson recalled that her parents 
allowed her to date "only in groups," and ·her group dates 
frequented the same establishments as the others. 22 
19Questionnaires, Marie Johnson Rainey, 29 December 
1992, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 1992, Glenna Harber 
Mangrum, 7 January 1993; Activities records, BBB Collection . 
20 Questionnaire, Rita Fugita Taylor, 24 December 1992. 
21 Questionnaires, Rita Fug i ta Taylor, 24 December 
1992, Marie Johnson Rainey, 29 December 1992, Mary Catherine 
Redlinger, December 1992, Glenna Harber Mangrum, 7 January 
1993, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993, Earleen Parmalee 
Rodan, 20 January 1993, Jacque Hittson Chavez, 7 January 
1993, Barbara Clayton Reynolds, 4 January 1993, Billie Jo 
Taylor Gibbons, 2 December 1992, Clarine Marsh Tiffany, 20 
February 1993, Frances Evans Wilson, 1 February 1993, 
Eulalia Browning, 25 January 19 93. 
22 Questionnaire, Hazel Steel Greeson, 14 January 1993 . 
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Since the Bluebonnet Brigade saw their purpose related 
to male-female companionship, sponsors gave little thought 
to encouraging the women's relationships with each other. 
Virtually the only time the women came together alone as a 
group was during the bus rides to and from all events taking 
place away from the uses. Barkeley officials provided 
transportation for the Blues and often supplied more than 
one Army vehicle to accommodate the number of women going. 
The Bluebonnets "met as a group" and departed from a desig-
nated USO about thirty minutes before the scheduled activi-
ty.23 The young women "signed on and off the bus," and a 
sponsor rode each bus, continuing the careful chaperon-
ing. 24 
All anticipated a thrilling evening as they embarked 
on their journey. Eulalia Browning recalled the bus trips: 
"We were always so excited that we could hardly wait to get 
there. It was so much fun every trip. 1125 The women 
talked on the way to Camp, primarily discussing prospective 
dance ·partners. 26 Roy Helen Herndon Ackers remembered 
that arrival at the camp was exciting as "some of the sol-
23Activities records, BBB Collection; Joel Wilson 
interview, 5 March 1993. 
24Acti v ities records, BBB Collection; Questionnaire, 
Glenna Harber Mangrum, 7 January 1993. 
25Questionnaire, Eulalia Browning, 25 January 1993. 
26Questionnaires, Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, 19 Janu-
ary 1993, Billie Jo Taylor Gibbons, 2 December 1992. 
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diers would try to meet us before we 'landed. 11127 By con-
trast, the travel back to Abilene "was so much quieter--
after three hours or so of jitterbugging." Always concerned 
about the Brigade's reputation, Mrs. Knight waited with the 
young women at the USO for their rides, and if they did not 
have other transportation, she "would take the girls 
home. 1128 
While the Bluebonnet Brigade responded to the crisis 
of World War II, this same crisis created some difficulty 
for the members as they prepared to attend the functions. 
War put a strain on frivolity, and the Blues attired them-
selves accordingly. The formal parties required more than a 
street length dress, but most other activities allowed more 
casual dresses. Former Bluebonnets recall sewing and buying 
dresses for the occasions, while some mothers made outfits 
for their daughters. 29 
Because of war rationing, leg- and footwear proved a 
bit more difficult to procure. With silk or nylon stockings · 
unavailable, Barbara Clayton Reynolds explained a common 
27 Questionnaire, Roy Helen Herndon Ackers, 16 March 
1993. 
28 Questionnaire, Fran Wilson, 1 February 1993 . 
29Questionnaires, Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, 1.9 Janu-
ary 1993, Frances Evans Wilson, 1 February 1993, Eulalia 
Browning, 25 January 1993, Glenna Harber Mangrum, 7 January 
1993, Marie Johnson Rainey, 29 December 1992, Mary Catherine 
Redlinger, December 1992, Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 20 January 
1993, Rita Fugita Taylor, 24 December 1992, Mary Chelf 
Harley, 31 January 1993. 
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alternative and problem, "We had to wear liquid leg makeup 
and on hot days perspiration made our legs streak and it 
would rub off on our clothes. 1130 Shoes, on the other 
hand, were somewhat more available, but even then, Mary 
Catherine Redlinger maintained she "found it difficult to 
find my narrow last shoes to use my shoe coupons on. 1131 
Fortunately for the Bluebonnets, each "hoofer" attending 
twelve dances in a four month period received five dollars 
for shoes from a fund contributed to by grateful soldiers. 
Earleen Parmalee Rodan reminisced, "They figured we had worn 
out our shoes dancing. 1132 
Brigade sponsors and Camp officials cooperatively 
planned and arranged the best possible environments for the 
carefully chosen Blues and the soldiers. Each function, 
although unique, maintained the standards and ideals of the 
community. Bluebonnets in turn succeeded in their efforts 
to help the young men feel at home and appreciated. Mary 
Mathis Cole long after remembered, "It was a sad and happy 
time too--in that we laughed and enjoyed the dances, yet 
knew many of these fine Americans would ship out and never 
30 Questionnaire, Barbara Clayton Reynolds, 4 January 
1993. 
31Questionnaire, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 
1992. 
32 camp Barkeley News, 22 May 1942; Questionnaire , 
Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 20 January 1993; Armon H. Bost, 
Lieutenant Colonel to Mrs. Knight, 26 May 1943; Mrs. Louis 
R. Knight to Bluebonnet, 15 June 1943, BBB Collection. 
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return. 1133 The first stanza of the " Bluebonnet Waltz," 
penned by an appreciative admirer, summarized the sentiment 
of the association between the Camp and the community's 
representatives: 
Let's Dance the Bluebonnet Waltz once more 
Let us laugh, let us sing, let us play 
Forget for a while there's a war in the air 
Take a chance, sweet romance here to stay . 34 
However ephemeral the Bluebonnet and Camp experience 
was for these young people, it had a lasting effect and for 
many was a formative affair impacting the rest of their 
lives. 
tion. 
33 Questionnaire, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993. 
34 11The Bluebonnet Waltz" by W. J. Vinsant, BBB Col lee - · 
CHAPTER 5 
Abilene citizens celebrated the successful installa-
tion of Camp Barkeley in 1941, and during the next four 
years, thousands of troops trained at Barkeley, infusing the 
city's economy with millions of dollars. At the same time, 
city fathers recognized the dilemma created by the influx of 
thousands of isolated, homesick young men who might make 
mischief alien to Abilene's church-going culture. So they 
attempted to protect their community even while extending 
hospitality to the soldiers. Community leaders initiated 
the effort first by providing proper recreation facilities 
through the USO, and later by recruiting suitable individu-
als to help further the entertainment effort. The result of 
this endeavor was the creation of the Bluebonnet Brigade 
designed to help Abilene maintain its moral complexion as 
the city fulfilled its patriotic duty. Bluebonnet organiz-
ers ensured the group's success by formulating rules and 
procedures best suited for the host community. Next, they 
carefully selected only the "best" young women and the most 
appropriate settings for fraternization. The Bluebonnet 
Brigade's efforts in forming relationships continued beyond 
the war itself, affecting the young women as well as depart-: 
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ing soldiers who took with them a "pleasant memory of Texas 
and Abilene. 111 
For many Abilene young women, the war experience was 
synonymous with the Bluebonnets, a bittersweet time of joy 
and of tragedy. Wars dislocations brought new and exciting 
acquaintances while war's trauma took away their youth. 
Mary Mathis Cole remembered she had to "put aside the usual 
teenage ideas--for a more noble purpose . 112 Blues befriend-
ed young Barkeley trainees, many of whom would soon give 
their lives for their country. The shadow of death matured 
many of the young women; Hazel Steel Greeson remarked, "Life 
was very short . •• [there was) more to life than many of 
my age group have or will ever experience. 113 Rita Fugita 
Taylor remembered sadly, "I met a nice young pilot • •• He 
went overseas and crash landed and was killed. 114 
Yet the positive experiences with the Brigade led some 
to continue their war service beyond Abilene. Billie Jo 
Taylor Gibbons later volunteered for comparable groups in 
San Antonio, Texas and Washington, D.c. 5 Mary Catherine 
1John B. Sweeney, Captain, Medical Administrative 
Corps to Mrs. Louis R. Knight, Brigadier General, 14 May 
1942, BBB Collection. 
2Questionnaire, Mary Mathis Cole, 2 January 1993. 
3Questionnaire, Hazel Steel Greeson, 14 January 1993 . 
4Questionnaire, Rita Fugita Taylor, 24 December 1992, 
Velma Jean Tucker Bateman, 19 January 1993. 
5Questionnaire, Billie Jo Taylor Gibbons, 2 De cember 
1992. 
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Redlinger left Abilene for Hollywood, California, joined a 
similar service organization, and subsequently ·met her "fu-
ture husband at the annual (USO] Benefit Garden Party at 
'Pickfair,'" the famous home of Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford. 6 
One of ten young women left the Bluebonnets to further 
their careers, continue their educations, or to follow after 
their new husbands. 7 They moved throughout the country to 
such places as New York, Massachusetts, North Carolina, 
Iowa, and Washington, D.C . , the most popular destination, 
with twenty-four percent of those leaving Abilene relocating 
to the nation's capitol. 8 Blues joined the WAVES, SPARS 
and one unidentified young woman even joined the Marines. 9 
While Brigade members all wanted to do th .eir part, 
those with loved ones in the military had a special concern 
for their volunteer efforts. "It made us want to sacrifice 
so they could come home sooner," recalled Eulalia Brown-
ing . 10 Cherry Riley Gleason packed Cokes, sweets, "any-
6Questionnaire, Mary Catherine Redlinger, December 
1992. 
7Application and membership records, BBB Collection; 
Barchart, "BCharts.lis;l," 16 April 1993, 16, SPSS-BB. 
8Application and membership records, BBB Collection; 
Crosstab, "Occup.2," 26 April 199 3 , 37, SPSS-BB. 
9Abilene Reporter News, 2 November 1944; Application 
records, BBB Collection; Crosstab, "Examine;6," 9 March 
1993, 14-17, SPSS-BB. 
10Questionnaire, Eulalia Browning, 25 January 1993. 
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thing you could think of [and] kept a box on the road all 
the time" to her brother stationed in the Pacific. 11 
Blues developed relationships with young men from all 
walks of life which unfolded a broader world for them. 
Earleen Parmalee Rodan commented, "[I] learned how to get 
along with people who were different than the people I had 
gone to school with. 1112 These friendships often extended 
beyond Brigade confines as their leader Ethel Knight proudly 
explained in 1944: "Many of our members have married • • • 
and I have a countless number of grandchildren all ready to 
enroll of course in the Bluebonnet Brigade at a little later 
date. 1113 
Marriage was of particular interest both at the Camp 
and in Abilene. The Abilene Reporter News, as well as the 
Camp publication, featured wedding and engagement announce-
ments. In June 1943, the Camp Barkeley News alerted the 
soldiers to news about marriage licenses. County clerk 
Vivian Fryar encouraged those "interested in matrimony" to 
note that the office would be closed for the Fourth of July 
holiday . Fryar explained further that licenses "are good 
for 60 days after purchase," and could be bought in 
1993. 
11cherry Riley Gleason interview, 25 January 1993. 
12Questionnaire, Earleen Parmalee Rodan, 20 January 
13Abilene Reporter News, 2 November 194 4. 
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advance. 14 In 1944, the clerk's office issued 1,534 li-
censes as compared to 511 permits issued in pre-Barkeley 
1940. 15 
Bluebonnet records indicate that twenty percent of the 
Blues married. While not all marriage notations included 
reference to the husband's status, forty-one percent record-
ed matrimony to milit~ry men. 16 Jacile Ashton Potter met 
her husband, First Lieutenant LeRoy Weyrick, Jr., a "war 
hero," when he visited his parents who were stationed at Cap 
Barkeley. Twenty-seven percent of the grooms trained at 
Barkeley. 17 Bluebonnet Nell Blackney, Spanish teacher at 
Abilene's South Junior High School, married Staff Sergeant 
Holland B. Evans during his time at - Barkeley. 18 Other 
records indicate matrimony even after war's end. Former 
Blue Billie Abbott wed Sergeant E. D. Randell in September 
1951. One former Barkeley soldier believed that those 
fortunate to marry Bluebonnets, "cleaned out the cream of 
the crop in Abilene. 1119 
14camp Barkeley News, 25 June 1943. 
15 ouff, Catclaw Creek, 220. 
16 Barchart, "Outfile.;89," 5 February 1993, 47-48, 
SPSS-BB. 
17 Ibid. 
18camp Barkeley News, 9 October 1942. 
19 Robert Tiffany interview, 21 January 1993. 
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While each of the Bluebonnets who married had a spe-
cial story, one particular couple attracted considerable 
attention at their engagement--band leader Bob Tiffany and 
popular singer Clarine Marsh. The bride, who attended New 
York's Juliard School of Music , visited her parents in 
Abilene while on summer break. She joined the Brigade June 
29, 1942, and the next day Mrs. Knight asked her "to sing 
for the soldiers" at the Camp dance that evening. Marsh 
accepted the invitation and Knight introduced her to "this 
darling, handsome lieutenant directing the dance band." The 
couple had three dates prior to her departure for New York . 
They corresponded during Marsh's absence and upon her return 
to Abilene at Christmas, Tiffany "thought it would be a 
terrible shame for her to go back to New York unmarried." 
They wed January 1, 1943. 20 
The 1940's witnessed more marriages in the United 
States than any previous decade. 2 1 From 1940 until 1945 
nuptials increased twenty-six percent nationwide. During 
this same time period, however , divorces increased over 
sixty-five percent. 22 While it is not possible to deter-
20 Ibid.; Oral interview, Clarine Marsh Tiffany by 
author, 5 February 1993. 
21 susan M. Hartmann, The Homefront and Bevond: Ameri-
can Women in the 1940's (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1982), 
163. 
22vital Statistics of the United States, Volume III, 
Marriage and Divorce (Rockville, Maryland: us Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, 1971), 1-5, 2-5. 
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mine the exact . status of each Bluebonnet war-time marriage, 
some signs are indicated in questionnaires completed by 
former members. Of twenty-one women who responded, ten 
married while Bluebonnets and only two later divorced. 23 
Relatively few of the contacts between the Bluebonnet 
Brigade and the Barkeley soldiers resulted in marriage. The 
experience for the majority of the Gis was a pleasing but 
transitory event they often recalled. Camp representatives 
wrote Mrs. Knight expressing their gratitude for - "providing 
wholesome recreation and preserving Christian and moral 
characters. 1124 Army liaison officers registered their 
appreciation for the spirit of the organization as well as 
·the positive attitudes of the Blues themselves. 25 Lieu-
tenant Gustave Steiner of the 778th Tank battalion notified 
Knight that after his men's first dance with the Bluebon-
nets, they were "over-joyed" with the Blues. Steiner 
enthused, "We think you are darn swell people. 1126 One 
23 Questionnaires. While all respondents answered · 
queries about marital status, only the women who married 
while they were Bluebonnets were considered . 
24 Herbert D. Nice, Lieutenant Colonel, F. A. to Mrs. 
Louis R. Knight, 29 June 1944, BBB Collection . 
25 Homer Quist, Major, Air Corps, Adjutant & S-1 to 
Mrs. Louis R. Knight, 20 August 1943; Martin A. Cohen, 2nd 
Lieutenant, Air Corps, Special Service office to Mrs. Louis 
R. Knight, 22 May 1943; Gustave Steiner, 2nd Lieutenant, 
778th Tank Battalion, Special Service office to Mrs. Louis 
R. Knight, 22 January 1944, BBB Collection. 
26 Gustave steiner, 2nd Lieutenant, 778th Tank Battal-
ion, Special Service office to Mrs. Louis R. Knight, 22 
January 1944, BBB Collection. 
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battalion commander felt that his organization's experience 
with the Brigade had "given the men a much more favorable 
impression of Texas. 1127 These soldiers, deployed to both 
Pacific and European theaters, took with them the knowledge 
that people at home truly cared for them. 
As World War II drew to a close, the Government or-
dered Barkeley's deactivation in April 1945. 28 With the 
troops gone, the camp was quickly dismantled and the site 
reverted to pasture. Former Bluebonnet Cherry Riley Gleason 
was the "last civilian employee in Executive offices at Camp 
Supply" in the fall of 1945. Her bittersweet job entailed 
selling the "buildings that had been torn down" for a dollar 
each. 29 
Home from the war, many of Barkeley's "adopted sons" 
returned to Abilene, a signal endorsement of the Blues' 
success. 30 Representatives of the 45th and 90th divi-
sions, as well as men from the Medical Training Corps, 
established families and businesses in the community that 
had been hospitable to them. Former medic Tom Bever 
27 Herbert D. Nice, Lieutenant Colonel, F. A. to Mrs. 
Louis R. Knight, 29 June 1944, BBB Collection. 
28 Duff, Catclaw Creek, 239; Myers, "World War II," 87. 
29 cherry Riley Gleason interview, 25 January 1993. 
30 ouff, Catclaw Creek, 242, 243; Myers, "World War 
II," 97. 
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expressed the sentiments of many, "After I was here I never 
wanted to ever live any place else. 1131 
While the association between camp and town impacted 
the individual lives of the men and women involved, in a 
longer perspective, the Bluebonnet Brigade contributed to a 
continuing positive relationship between Abilene and the 
military. Building on the successful World War II experi-
ence, community leaders sought a more permanent base, and 
the onset of the Korean War both accelerated and facilitated 
their efforts. Members of "the old Barkeley team" formed a 
Military Affairs Committee, and the "first appropriation for 
the new base was approved •.• July 3, 1952. 1132 One cri-
teria involved in the Air Force's consideration was the 
ability to "have good relations with its host communi-
ties.1133 Abilene had amply demonstrated this "host" capa-
·bility with thousands of young soldiers during the Barkeley 
years, and the community drew afresh on this deposit of good 
will. Community leaders of the 1940's had succeeded in 
their goals of welcoming the military while maintaining the 
carefully nurtured values esteemed by Abilene citizens. The 
wartime experience had caused little rupture in the 
traditional ambience of the community as conscientious 
Brigade organizers shaped an association that contributed to 
31Thomas Bever interview, 5 March 1993. 
32ouff, Catclaw Creek, 246-248. 
33Hatcher, "Dyess Air Force Base," 4. 
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positive attitudes toward Abilene. As the government sought 
to place bases during the 1950's, Abilene's history proved 
influential in the decisions. 
World War II had ushered in a period of uncertainty 
coupled with a sense of exceptional urgency. The city of 
Abilene joined the war effort by securing the establishment 
of camp Barkeley, while the women of the Bluebonnet Brigade 
helped bolster the morale of its soldiers who would soon be 
fighting for their country. Beyond this, however, the Blues 
provided both a buffer and a conduit between the camp and 
the community as they exemplified and preserved the tradi-
tional values of the southwestern city. In so doing, they 
nurtured in the community an enhanced sense of patriotism 
and nationalism that was manifested in their efforts to give 
hope to the soldiers of Camp Barkeley. This in turn 
equipped the soldiers with a sense of purpose as they fought 
for a country made up of people like those that welcomed 
them in Abilene. Community and camp worked together suc-
cessfully to create in one American town an atmosphere of 
unity and stability in a perilous time of grave uncertainty . 
APPENDIX ONE 
QUESTIONNAIRE TO EX-BLUEBONNET BRIGADE MEMBERS 
1.. Tfil\at is you.1: cu.1:1:ent name and address? 
2. What was your name when you joined the Bluebonnets? 
3. Did you volunteer in other ways? (check all that apply) 
1) roll bandages 3) Bond drives 
2) scrap metal drives 4) Other 
4. How closely did you follow the war? (check all that 
apply) 
1) not closely 3) radio 
2) newspaper 4) newsreels 
5) Other 
5. What year did you join the Bluebonnets? 
1) 1941 2) 1942 3) 1943 4) 1944 5) 1945 
6. How long were you a Bluebonnet? 
1) Less than six months 4) Two to three years 
2) six months to 1 year 5) Over three years 
3) One to two years 
7 . What town did you live in while you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) Abilene 4) Haskell 
2) Stamford 5) Anson 
3) Sweetwater 6) Other 
8. Where did you live when · you became a Bluebonnet? 
1) family owned home 4) apartment 
2) family rented home 5) dorm room 
3) owned home 6) rented room 
9. What was the occupation of the head of your household 
while you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) none 5) self-employed 
2) oil and gas 6) retail 
3) government 7) financial 
4) agriculture 8) other 
10 . Who was the head of your household at this time? 
1) self 2) father 3) mother 4) other 
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11. Who did you live with? 
1) alone 4) friends 
2) immediate family 5) other 
3) extended family 
12 . How many were in your household, including yourself? 
13. 
14 . 
15. 
16. 
1) 1 2) 2-4 3) 5-6 4) 7+ 
How old were you when you became a Bluebonnet? 
1) less than 17 4) 19-21 
2) 17 5) 22-27 
3) 18 6) 28+ 
What was your main motive for joining the Bluebonnet 
Brigade? 
1) to help the war effort. 
2) to be with your girlfriends . 
3) to meet soldiers at Barkeley. 
4) to get to dance. 
5) other 
What was the most important issue to you as a young 
woman in World War II? 
1) job security 4) U. S . security 
2) marriage 5) family 
3) having fun 6) other 
Did you have a job while you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) yes 2) no 
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17. If you answered yes to question 16, please specify the 
18. 
job. 
1) teaching 
2) retail 
3) food services 
4) factory work 
5) beauty shop 
4) 
7) 
8) 
9) 
10) 
clerical 
operator 
medical services 
social work 
other 
What level of income do you consider your family during 
the time you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) low 2) medium 3) high 
19 . What was your approximate personal monthly income 
during the time you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) $0 4) $101-150 
2) $1-50 5) $151+ 
3) $51-100 
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20. you personally experienced Were there any shortages 
during the time you were 
apply) 
a Bluebonnet? (check all that 
1) stockings 5) gasoline 
2) sugar 6) coffee 
3) tires 7) shoes 
4) meat 8) other 
---------
21. How did rationing affect you? 
22. Did you make or buy new dresses for the Bluebonnet 
dances? 
1) Yes, bought 2) Yes, made 3) No 
23. What was the procedure to apply as a Bluebonnet? 
24 . Did the Bluebonnets meet as a group other than at 
dances? 
1) Yes 2) No 
25. What Corps number were you in? 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 12 13 14 
26. Who was your Corps Captain? 
the 
?? 
27 . Did you have meetings with the girls in your Corps? 
1) Yes 2) No 
28. What rank did you join the Bluebonnets with? 
1) Cadet 2) captain 3) Major 
29 . Did your rank change? 
1) Yes , to Captain 2) Yes, to Major 3) No 
30. Who were your chaperons? 
31. How often did you personally attend dances? 
1) once a week 2) twice a week 3) more 
32. Did you dance with more than one soldier each night? 
1) Yes 2) No 
33. Did you use dance cards? 
1) Yes 2) No 
34. Did the dance cards serve their purpose, or did 
soldiers cut in at will? 
1) Yes, the cards worked. 
2) No, the cards did not work. 
35. Did you see the same boys each time, or did the group 
constantly change? 
1) same 2) change 
36. Was there always a live band? 
1) Yes 2) No 
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37. If you answered no to question 36, what other music was 
there? 
38. Do you have any special memory of the bands that 
played? 
39. Was alcohol ever served at the dances? 
1) Yes, legally · 3) Yes, on the sly 
2) No 
40 . What refreshments were served at the dances? 
41. Did you dance at the USO clubs or at Barkeley more 
often? 
1) USO clubs 2) Barkeley 
42. Do you have any special memory of the bus rides out to 
Barkeley? 
43. Did you participate in other activities with the 
soldiers? 
44 . 
1) Yes 2) No 
If you answered yes 
that apply: 
1) group picnics 
2) playing cards 
3) other 
to question 43, please check all 
4 ) USO shows 
5) sing alongs 
---------
45 . What did the Barkeley soldiers think about the Bluebon-
nets? 
46. Did you date any of the Barkeley soldiers? 
1) Yes 2) No 
47. If you answered yes to question 46 , please describe a 
typical date. 
48. Did you date any of the men from the Abilene community? 
1) Yes 2) No 
49. If you answered Yes to question 48, please describe a 
typical date. 
50. 
51 . 
52. 
Did you correspond with any soldiers you met as a 
Bluebonnet? 
1) Yes 2) No 
If you answered Yes to question 50, do you still have 
any letters? 
1) Yes 2) No 
Did you marry during the time you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) No 
2) Yes, a soldier from Barkeley 
3) Yes, a soldier not associated with Barkeley 
4) Yes, a civilian 
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53. What is the current status of the marriage in question 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
52? 
1) intact 3) widowed 
2) divorced 4) other 
Did you have children from the marriage in question 52? 
1) No 3) Yes, two to four children 
2) Yes, one child 4) Yes, five or more children 
When you were not involved in Bluebonnet activities, 
what occupied your free time? 
Were there any minorities in the Bluebonnets? 
1) Yes 2) No 
If you answered Yes to question 56, please specify. 
What church were you affiliated with during the time 
you were a Bluebonnet? 
1) None 5) Episcopal 
2) Baptist 6) Methodist 
3) Christian 
4) Church of Christ 
7) Presbyterian 
8) Other 
---------
Did you enjoy being a Bluebonnet? {please rank 1-10 
with 1 being least enjoyable and 10 being most 
enjoyable) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
no---------------- - - - --- - ----- -- ---yes 
60. If you had the chance again, would you join the 
Bluebonnets? 
1) Yes 2) No 
61 . In reference to question 60, why or why not? 
62. What is the best memory you have of being a Bluebonnet? 
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63. How would you describe the girls who were Bluebonnets? 
64. What positive results have you experienced from being 
involved with the Bluebonnets? 
65. What negative results have you experienced from being 
involved with the Bluebonnets? 
66. How did the war change your life? 
67. How did being a Bluebonnet change your life? 
68. Did you live in Abilene at any time after the war? 
1) Yes 2) No 
69. If you answered Yes to question 68, when did you live 
in Abilene? 
70. What is the highest level of education you have 
achieved to this date? 
1) high school 
2) business school graduate 
3) junior college graduate 
4) college/university graduate 
5) post graduate 
6) other 
71. Please list names and addresses of any Bluebonnets you 
have remained in contact with. 
72. Do you have any Bluebonnet documents, !D's, invita-
tions, etc.? If so, please describe below. 
73. Would you be interested in a reunion of the 
Bluebonnets? 
1) Yes 2) No 
74. Please feel free to write any other thoughts that come 
to mind about the Bluebonnets. 
APPENDIX TWO 
TENTATIVE SUGGESTIONS 
for the formation of 
MINUTE BRIGADIERS 
Abilene, Texas 
The following constitutes a suggestion as to how the 
women and girls of ABILENE, Texas might be organized to 
assist, principally in the recreation work, in behalf of the 
Soldiers at Camp Barkeley. The plan, as herein set forth, 
is similar to the one being followed in a number of Defense 
communities. 
The plan calls for the organizing in the beginning, of 
250 girls and 56 women. The following is the suggested 
plan: 
one Brigadier General, in general charge of the 
organization. 
One Adjutant, the Secretary of the organization. 
Five Majors--one in charge of each battalion. 
Fifty Captains--10 serving under each Major. 
250 Cadets--5 serving under each Captain. 
Qualifications: 
Brigadier General 
and Majors: 
Adjutant: 
Captains: 
Cadets: 
Mature women possessing outstanding 
leadership and having the confi-
dence of the community. 
A person having a knowledge of 
record-keeping. 
Younger women possessing qualities 
of leadership. 
Young women and girls of good char-
acter and reputation, preferably 18 
years of age and over. 
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Duties: 
Brigadier General: It is the duty of the Brigadier 
General to select the required 
number of majors and to be in gen-
eral charge of the organization. 
Adjutant: It is the duty of the Adjutant to 
keep the records of the organiza-
tion and perform such duties as may 
be required. She is to act as 
Secretary and to keep the official 
minutes . She is to act in place of 
the Brigadier General when this 
officer is incapacitated or absent 
from the community. 
Majors: It is the duty of each Major to 
select, in cooperation with the 
Brigadier General, 10 Captains and 
to have general charge of her re-
spective Battalion. 
Captains: It is the duty of each Captain, in 
cooperation with her Respective 
Major, to select a corps of 5 
Cadets and to be in charge of her 
respective corps at all functions 
and services where they may be 
required. Each Captain is to keep 
her list of active Cadets up to the 
required number by replacing those 
who have resigned or whose services 
have not been found satisfactory . 
Each Captain is to notify each of 
her Cadets when service is required 
and, when necessary, to arrange for 
their transportation. 
Cadets: Cadets should be selected who can 
give approximately one evening each 
week in behalf of soldier recre-
ation, either in attending social 
functions, for companions in the 
playing of games, and for whatever 
other services might be required. 
Cadets should also be selected who 
can give occasional afternoons to 
the work. Cadets with talents 
other than social dancing should 
also be selected. Effort will be 
Chaperones: 
Procedure: 
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made to utilize these talents in 
the general recreation program. 
All officers of the above organiza-
tion attending any function shall 
constitute themselves as 
chaperones. 
When a given function is decided upon by any cooperat-
ing organization and the number of Cadets needed is 
ascertained, this information shall be submitted by the 
Adjutant to the Brigadier General and/or the proper 
Major who will decide what group or groups of Cadets 
should be used. The Major will contact the proper 
Captains, and the Captains the Cadets until the quota 
is filled. 
Insignias: 
A proper insignia should be worked out and worn by each 
Cadet and Officer at each function attended. This 
badge will be the "ticket of admission" to a given 
function. 
Some Suggested Rules Governing Cadets: 
1. Girls preferably eighteen years of age should be en-
listed. 
2. Cadets may not arrive at, or leave Soldier functions 
with men in uniform. 
3. Cadets shall first report to their Captain before 
entering and upon leaving any activity. 
4. Girls and women other than Cadets and Officers are not 
to be admitted to a given function unless they have 
been provided with a special pass signed by an officer 
of the organization. 
Hostesses: 
1. Hostesses should mingle with the Cadets and Soldiers 
during the function: 
A. To see that the Soldiers are provided with compan-
ions and to properly introduce the Cadets to the 
Soldiers. 
8 2 
B. To help, in every way possible, to keep the func-
tion moving. 
2. Hostesses should see that a complete up - to-date list of 
Cadets and officers is in the hands of the Adjutant at 
all times. Resignations and withdrawals should be 
promptly reported and the badges returned to the cen -
tral office. 
Overall Functions of Cadets : 
1. When advisable, to provide partners for Soldiers at 
various games. 
2. To furnish companions for picnics, barbecues, swimming, 
parties, etc. 
3. To furnish partners for dances. 
4 . To attend functions at Camp Barkeley when arranged. 
DECK: 1 
Column 
1-4 
5- 13 
15-25 
26 
27-28 
29 
30 - 31 
APPENDIX THREE 
SPSS - BB CODE BOOK 
Bluebonnet Brigade Applications 
Variable Label 
CORPSNO 
LNAME 
FNAME 
AGE 
ORTOWN 
Variable Description 
CORPS NUMBER ASSIGNED 
APPLICANT'S LAST NAME 
APPLICANT'S FIRST NAME 
BLANK 
AGE AT APPLICATION 
BLANK 
APPLICANT' S ORIGINAL TOWN 
1. Abilene 
2. Merkel 
3 . View 
4 . Leuders 
5. Hamilton 
6 . Rotan 
7 . Amarillo 
8. Ballinger 
9. Oklahoma City 
10. DeLeon 
11. Anson 
12. Odessa 
13 . Hawley 
14. Albany 
15 . El Paso 
16 . Greenville 
17 . Baird 
18 . San Marcus 
19. Unknown 
20. Ranger 
21. Shippenburg 
22. Novice 
23. Stamford 
24. Mozelle 
25. Dallas 
26. Roby 
27. Sherwood 
28. Breckenridge 
29. Tye 
30. Cooper 
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DECK: 1 (continued) 
Column 
30-31 
32 
34 
35-38 
39 
40-42 
Variable Label 
ORTOWN 
ORSTATE 
CASEID 
RMRKS 
Variable Description 
31. Caddo 
32. Roscoe 
33. Knox City 
34. Bradley 
35. Coleman 
36. Canton 
37. Clyde 
38. San Angelo 
39. Meridian 
40. Charleston 
41. Ivapakoneta 
42. Cleburne 
43. Lawton 
44. Sweetwater 
45. Haskell 
46. Novice 
47. Winters 
48. Indianapolis 
BLANK 
APPLICANT'S ORIGINAL STATE 
1. Texas 
2. Oklahoma 
3. South Carolina 
4. Pennsylvania 
5. Unknown 
6. Arkansas 
7. West Virginia 
8. Wisconsin 
9. Ohio 
BLANK 
APPLICANT'S CASE ID NUMBER 
BLANK 
SPECIAL REMARKS ON APPLICATION 
1. Mom said no 
2. Nice looking 
3. Not 17 
4. Corps preference 
5. None 
6 . Checked out in 1945 
7. Gone 
8. Will let know 
9. Returned 
10. Collects SP articles 
11. San Francisco 
12. Checked out 
13. Office work 
14. Divorced 
15. Hobby: diary 
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DECK: 1 (continued) 
Column 
40-42 
Variable Label 
RMRKS 
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Variable Description 
16. New to Abilene 
17. Not in senior list 
18. Open, active 
19. Gone summer 
20. Collects Indian heads 
21. Midland 
22. Hobby: art 
23. Gone to s.c. 
24. Changed Corps 
25. Washington 
26. Gone in 1944 
27. No 
28. No invitation 
29. No and no invitation 
30. Hobby: bike, sketch 
31. Nurses training 
32. Aromatics 
33. Dallas 
34. Line and question mark 
35. Odessa 
36. Weekends 
37 . Out to lunch 
38 . Hobby: boys 
39 . New, seems nice 
40. Appears to be nice 
41. Only name and address 
42. California 
43. Albany group 
44. Hobby: records 
45. Duplicate ID 
46. Hobby: needlework 
47. Sweetwater 
48. Gone for the summer 
49. New 
50. College, going home 
51. El Paso Corps 
52. Game Corps 
53. EP game 
54. Here for summer 
55 . Visiting , no 
56. Hobby: crafts 
57. Not Wednesday nights 
58 . Very nice girl 
59. Not interested 
60 . out 
61. Not in high school 
62. Hobby: hunts 
63. friend 
DECK: 1 (continued) 
Columns Variable Label 
40-42 RMRKS 
86 
Variable Description 
64. Mother approves 
65. Hobby: writes 
66. Drop 
67. Will call 
68. Gone to Sweetwater 
69. Hobby: sketching 
70. Hobby : biking 
71. Has card 
72. No, no 
73. Works nights 
74. Hobby : pool 
75. Wants Wednesday night 
76. BLANK 
77 . BLANK 
78. BLANK 
79. Hobby: foreign languages 
80. Hobby: crossword 
81. Gone 
82. Marpha, TX 
83. Red Cross 
84. Leaving town 
85. Too young, new 
86. "?" 
87. California 
88. NY 
89. Hobby: match folders 
90. NC 
91. No good, no 
92. Gave rules 
93. Hobby : autographs 
94. Hobby: pencils 
95. Hobby: poetry 
96. Crossed out 
97. MC Redlinger wants her 
98. Ft. Worth 
99. Hobby: toy animals 
100. Away till September 
101. Game 
102. Hobby: flying 
103. Mrs. Willoughby wants her 
104. Hobby: archery 
105. Positive comment 
106 . Letter of recommendation 
107. Band 
108. Dance 
109. Lives at Barkeley 
110. Gone home 
111. Checking 
DECK: 1 (continued) 
Columns Variable Label 
40-42 RMRI<S 
Variable Description 
112. Rotten 
113. Reference signed 
114. Iowa 
115. Sweetwater USO Sweethearts 
116. Highly recommended 
117. Massachusetts 
118. None on occupation 
119. No, out 
120. Assign Captain 
121. Non 
122. Reinstated 
123. Night school 
124. BB friend signed 
125. Age circled 
126. Take card 
127. Hobby: pictures 
128. No app. 
129. Has card 
130. Marines 
131. College 
132. Mason 
133. Okd by AHS 
134. Okd twice 
135. Hobby: people 
136. Hobby: business world 
137. Visit from Wisconsin 
138. Left card at home 
139. Enjoys being Bluebonnet 
140, Visit from Ohio 
141. Resigned 
142. Never 
143. Gone for summer (erased) 
144. Unclass 
145. J u nction, Texas 
146. Hobby: postcards , insects 
147 . Here till September 
148. Arkansas 
149. I don't think so 
150. Marriage annulled 
151. Positive comment, quote 
152. Guest sponsor 
153. Call BB 
154. Changed her mind 
155 . Age is questionable 
156. Lubbock 
157. Too busy 
158. Parent objects 
159. Student, job 
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DECK: 1 (continued) 
Columns Variable Label 
40-42 RMRKS 
43 
44 PHOTO 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52-53 
54 
55-6 5 
66 
STAR 
LINE 
DRAMA 
INSTPLAY 
LNAMEREF 
Variable Description 
160. Post office 
161. Approved 
162 . Too young 
163 . Leaving 
164. Does not come 
165 . Looks and talks OK 
166. Ind., has son, questionable 
167. Two we e ks only 
168. First Street card 
169 . Alabama 
170 . Credit on campaign 
171. WAACS 
BLANK 
IS PHOTO ON APPLICATION 
1. Yes 
2. No 
BLANK 
IS STAR ON APPLICATION 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Yes, twice 
BLANK 
IS LI NE THROUGH APPLICATION 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Yes, on duplicate 
4 . Yes, erased 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY DRAMA 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APP . PLAY AN INSTRUMENT 
1. Yes , unspecified 
2. No 
3. Piano 
4. No indication 
5. Harmonica 
6. Saxophone 
7. Clarinet 
8. Alto Clarinet 
9 . Cornet 
10. Violin 
11 . Cello 
BLANK 
CHARACTER REFERENCE LAST NAME 
BLANK 
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DECK: 1 (continued) 
Columns 
67-77 
78-89 
80 
Variable Label 
FNAMEREF 
RANK 
Variable Description 
CHARACTER REFERENCE FIRST NAME 
APPLICANT'S RANK UPON JOINING 
1. Captain 
2. Major 
3. Not indicated 
4. Cadet 
5. Promoted to Captain 
6. Promoted to Major 
BLANK 
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DECK: 2 
Column 
1-3 
Variable Label 
PROCCUP 
Variable Description 
APPLICANT'S OCCUPATION AT APP 
1. None 
2. School 
3. Business college 
4 . Bookkeeper 
5. High school 
6. High school teacher 
7. Stenographer 
8. ACC 
9 . Typist 
10. Phone operator PBX 
11 . Secretary 
12. Machine operator 
13. Factory worker 
14. File clerk 
15. Cashier 
16. Spanish teacher 
17. Carhop 
18. Gail College 
19. Barkeley CQM 
20. HSU 
21. McM 
22. Draughons 
2 3 • Photographer 
24. Universal Motors 
25. Phone operator, Barkeley 
26. Steno-clerical 
27. Elementary teacher 
28. Saleslady/girl 
29. Waitress 
30. Clerk-typist 
31. Office girl 
32. Deputy city tax collector 
3 3 . Case worker 
34. Teacher--Rotan 
35. North Junior High teacher 
36. Beauty operator 
37. Teletone operator 
38. Under clerk typist 
39. Airport cafe 
40. College 
41. Phone operator, SWBell 
4 2 . Beauty shop 
43. Sell records 
44. Clerk 
45. Dist. clerk 
46. General duty nurse 
47. Retail Merchants Assoc. 
48. Teacher 
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DECK: 2 (continued) 
Column 
1-3 
Variable Label 
PROCCUP 
91 
Variable Description 
49. Teaching 
50. Phone operator 
51. Office work 
52. Build morale 
53. AHS 
54. High school senior 
55. Student SWTTC 
56 . Facbar?? 
57. Teach Lubbock 
58. School girl 
59. At home 
60. College student 
61. Beauty school 
62. Booker at studio 
63. Counter clerk 
64. Teach Merkel 
65. Unemployed 
66. Clerical 
67. Teach Alta Vista 
68. Bookkeeper 
69. Case work 
70. Tailor shop 
71. American Optical 
72. Dental assistant 
73. Woolworth employee 
74. Yellow Cab Co. 
75. Cab driver 
76. Retouch photography 
77. Army enlist and exam station 
78. Comptometer operator 
79. Ordinance, Barkeley 
80. Defense worker 
81. Maid 
82. Walgreen employee 
83. Hosiery sales 
84. ARN proof reader 
85. Cafe 
86. Surface girl Amer. Optical 
87. Jewelry store 
88. QM property office 
89. Chaneys 
90. Illegible 
91. Secretarial 
92. Farm MGF Co. 
93. HM SUP for FSA 
94. WTU 
95. Grissoms 
96. Lab technician 
97. Western Union operator 
DECK: 2 (continued) 
Column 
1- 3 
Variable Label 
PROCCUP 
92 
Variable Description 
98. Civil service 
99 . Phonograph operator 
100. Messenger, Western Union 
101. Abilene State Hospital 
102 . Xray technician 
103. Assistant optician 
104 . Gas ration board clerk 
105 . Cashier, Queen Palace 
106. Paramount confection 
107. Business college teacher 
108. Reporter 
109. Sugar ration 
110. Dictaphone operator, typist 
111. s and Q 
112. Firestone 
113. FM Bank 
114. Nursing 
115. Seamstress 
116. Receptionist 
117 . Communication operator 
118 . Machine accounting 
119 . Dry cleaning 
120 . Baird teacher 
121. Jewelry store 
122. Asst. man ager, PX 
123. Te l etype operator 
124. student nurse 
125. Air traffic control 
126. Barkeley 
127 . Air base 
128. Student-Beauty school 
129. Ward attendant 
130 . Commissary 
131. Assistant to county clerk 
132. Manager Guest BShop 
133. Medical technician 
134. Townsend Studio 
135. Creamery 
136 . House work 
137 . Baggage agent 
138. State School 
139. Western Union 
140. Jr. draftsman 
141. Oil dealer 
142. Policy writer 
143 . McClellans 
144 . Piano teacher 
145. Mounter 
146. Palace confection 
DECK: 2 (continued) 
Column 
1-3 
4 
5-15 
16 
17-27 
28 
29-30 
Variable Label 
PROCCUP 
LSPONS 
FSPONS 
MARISTAT 
Variable Description 
147. Doctor's office 
148 . Grande Lodge 
149. TS Lankford 
150. Wilson and Company 
151 . Hickory Grill 
152 . DG Bowers Agency 
153. Teacher, San Angelo 
154. Bookkeeping and saleslady 
155. Instructor, Motor Pool 
156. Wilson Produce 
157. Bank clerk 
158. Campbells 
159. Draftsman 
160. Luby's 
161. State Hospital 
162. Photography studio 
163. Scoggins 
164. Federal Army Store 
165. Reporter News 
166. Beauty culture 
167 . Soda Skeet 
168 . Recruiting office 
169 . Farmer 
170. Whites Auto 
171. Own cafe 
172 . Montgomery Wards 
173 . Junior storekeeper 
174. Fountain girl 
175. Lone star Gas 
176. Highway department 
177. Meteorology observer 
178. Merle Norman 
179. U.S. Military Store 
180. Office supervisor 
181. Pepsi Cola 
182. Accounting 
183. Dietitian 
184. Sheet Metal worker 
185. HN White Co of Texas 
186. Rancher 
BLANK 
SPONSOR'S LAST NAME 
BLANK 
SPONSOR'S FIRST NAME 
BLANK 
MARITAL STATUS ON APPLICATION 
1. Married while Bluebonnet 
2. Married after 1945 
3. No data 
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DECK: 2 (continued) 
Column 
29-30 
31 
32-33 
34 
35-45 
46 
47-57 
58 
59-60 
61 
62-63 
64 
65-66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
Variable Label 
MARISTAT 
HUSBAND 
LFRND 
FFRND 
MDATEAPP 
DDATEAPP 
YDATEAPP 
VBALL 
HRSRID 
BADM 
BASEBALL 
Variable Description 
4. Married, no date 
5. Married until end of 1945 
7. Getting married 
8. Scratched out 
BLANK 
HUSBAND ON APPLICATION 
1. Civilian 
2. Lieutenant 
3. Barkeley Lieutenant 
4. Sergeant 
5. Barkeley Sergeant 
6. No indication 
7. Private First Class 
8. Corporal 
9. Staff Sergeant 
10. Navy, Captain 
11. Barkeley Captain 
12. Private 
13. Military, no rank given 
14. Barkeley Corporal 
15. Barkeley, no rank given 
BLANK 
BLUEBONNET FRIEND LAST NAME 
BLANK 
BLUEBONNET FRIEND FIRST NAME 
BLANK 
MONTH DATE OF APPLICATION 
BLANK 
DAY DATE OF APPLICATION 
BLANK 
YEAR DATE OF APPLICATION 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY VOLLEYBALL 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT RIDE HORSEBACK 
1. Yes 
2 . No 
3. Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY BADMINTON 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY BASEBALL 
1. Yes 
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DECK: 2 (continued) 
Column Variable Label Variable DescriQtion 
74 BASEBALL 2. No 
3. Not indicated 
75 BLANK 
76 SWIM DOES APPLICANT ENJOY SWIMMING 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3 . Not indicated 
77 BLANK 
78 BOWL DOES APPLICANT ENJOY BOWLING 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
79-80 BLANK 
DECK: 3 
Column 
1-2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8-9 
10 
11 
Variable Label 
CHCHAFF 
CLUBS 
SERVCOM 
COMPREF 
INACTIVE 
Variable Description 
APPLICANT'S CHURCH AFFILIATION 
1. Church of Christ 
2. Baptist 
3. Methodist 
4. catholic 
5. None 
6. Lutheran 
7. Episcopal 
8. Jewish 
9. Presbyterian 
10. Christian 
11. Immanuel Baptist 
12. Not indicated 
13. Primitive Baptist 
15. Protestant 
16. Congregational 
17. Nazarene 
BLANK 
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IS APPLICANT INTERESTED IN CLUBS 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
BLANK 
SERVE ON A COMMITTEE 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
BLANK 
COMMITTEE PREFERENCE 
1. Entertainment 
2. Dancing 
3. Outdoor activity 
4. Not indicated 
5. Social 
6. Any 
7. Dramatics 
8. None 
9. Horseback 
10. Program 
11. Skating 
12. Tennis 
13. Educational 
14 . Decorating 
15. Assistant 
16. Food 
BLANK 
IS INACTIVE ON APPLICATION 
1 . Y.es 
2. No 
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DECK: 3 (continued) 
Column Variable Label Variable DescriQtion 
11 INACTIVE 3. Crossed out 
4. 1945 
5. 1944 
6. Erased 
7 . Erased, Active 
8 . Until summer 
12 BLANK 
13 - 23 LCCAPT CORPS CAPTAIN LAST NAME 
24 BLANK 
25-35 FCCAPT CORPS CAPTAIN FIRST NAME 
36 BLANK 
37 DANCE DOES APPLICANT DANCE 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
38 BLANK 
39 SING DOES APPLICANT SING 
1. Yes 
2 . No 
3 . Not indicated 
40 BLANK 
41 CARDS DOES APPLICANT PLAY CARDS 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3 . Not indicated 
42 BLANK 
43 BRIDGE DOES APPLICANT PLAY BRIDGE 
1. Yes 
2 . No 
3 . Not indicated 
44 BLANK 
45 INGAM.ES ENJOY INDOOR GAMES 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
46 BLANK 
47 OUTGAMES ENJOY OUTDOOR GAMES 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
48 BLANK 
49 PICNIC DOES APPLICANT ENJOY PICNICS 
1. Yes 
2 . No 
3. Not indicated 
50 BLANK 
51 SPORTS DOES APPLICANT ENJOY SPORTS 
1. Yes 
2. No 
DECK: 3 (continued) 
Column 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
Variable Label 
SPORTS 
BARK 
BASKETB 
SKATE 
PINGPONG 
IDCARS 
MOVED 
HIKE 
DUP 
SCHOOL 
Variable Description 
3 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
WORK AT BARKELEY AIR BASE 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Not indicated 
BLANK 
ENJOY BASKETBALL 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY SKATING 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY PING PONG 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
ENJOY IDENTIFYING CARS 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
MOVE OUT OF TOWN 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
3. 1944 
4. Washington 
5. OK City 
6 . 1945 
7. Denver 
8. Austin 
9. Scratched through 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY HIKING 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
IS APPLICATION A DUPLICATE 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
3. 1944 
4. Three 
BLANK 
LEAVING FOR SCHOOL 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
3. 1944 
4. Summer 
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DECK: 3 (continued} 
Column 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
Variable Label 
SCHOOL 
MUSIC 
TENNIS 
RENEW 
BOOKS 
SHOWS 
Variable Description 
BLANK 
ENJOY MUSIC 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
3 . Records 
4 . Classical and swing 
BLANK 
ENJOY TENNIS 
1 . Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
IS APPLICATION A RENEWAL 
1 . Yes 
2. No 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY READING 
1. Yes 
2 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
ENJOY ATTENDING SHOWS 
1 . Yes 
2 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
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DECK: 4 
Column 
1-2 
Variable Label 
ED 
100 
Variable Description 
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL AT APPLICATION 
1. High school junior 
2. High school senior 
3. High school graduate 
4. Go to college 
5. Go to business school 
6. College graduate 
7. Post college work 
8. High school, business school 
9. High school 
10. Business school, HSU 
11. High school, go to college 
12. BBA 
13. High school, nursing school 
14. AHS, Gail 
15. College 
16. HSU Jr. 
17. High school, one year col-
lege 
18. Go to HSU 
19. AHS senior 
20 . BS 
21. College, Fort Worth 
22. BA 
23. ACHS senior 
24. Two and half years college 
25. Two years college 
26. AHS student 
27. College sophomore 
28. One year Gail 
29. Two years SWTTC 
30. BLANK 
31. BLANK 
32. BLANK 
33. McMurry 
34. Six months college 
35. AHS, McM, nursing 
36. No indication 
37. ten years 
38. Hi school, college 
39 . Business school 
40. High school, two yrs college 
41. High school graduate 
42. High school student 
43. High school, Draughons 
44. BBA Baylor 
45. One year college 
46. Four years college 
47. BS, McMurry 
DECK: 4 (continued) 
Column 
1-2 
Variable Label 
ED 
101 
Variable Description 
48. BS, NTSTC 
49. AHS, Tarleton 
50. TCU Jr. 
51. Texas u. 
52 . BA HSU 
53. High school, half year 
college 
54. College, business school 
55. College 
56. Three years college 
57. BS 
58. College, business school 
59. Jr. Coll. 
60. HSU 
61. HSU, McM . 
62. Draughons, McM 
63. College, ACC 
64. Hi School, hygienist 
65. Go to Draughons 
66. College freshman 
67 . Junior 
68. AHS, HSU, TXU 
69. Comptometer school 
70. ACC graduate 
71. HS Jr. Oklahoma City 
72. Through Junior High School 
73. Jr., Cornell 
74. Secretary course 
75. High school sophomore 
76. HSU grad, Eastman School of 
Music 
77. Xray Tech school 
78. Business course 
79. Literary college, Bus. Col. 
80. BA, AC 
81. One and one half years Col. 
82. AB 
83. Two years high school 
84. Business college graduate 
85. BA and BS 
86. Lab Tech Reg. 
87. Grammar school 
88. Teleprinting course 
89. Beauty school 
90. Dramatic arts school 
91. Nursing school, college 
92. Tenth grade 
93. Technical college graduate 
94. College, technical college 
DECK: 4 (continued) 
Column 
1-2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19-80 
Variable Label 
ED 
TYPEAPP 
KODAK 
GOLF 
BOAT 
FBALL 
LIT 
ONROLES 
OK 
Variable Description 
95. High school, dental school 
96. BFA 
97. Post high school 
BLANK 
TYPE OF APPLICATION 
1. Format one 
2 • Format two 
3. Format three 
4. Format four 
5. Format five 
6 . Format six 
7. Format seven 
BLANK 
ENJOY PHOTOGRAPHY 
1 . Yes 
2. Not indicated 
3. Photography 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY GOLF 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY BOATING 
1 . Yes 
2 . Not indicated 
BLANK 
DOES APPLICANT ENJOY FOOTBALL 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
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DOES APPLICANT ENJOY LITERATURE 
1. Yes 
2. Not indicated 
BLANK 
IS APPLICANT ON THE ROLES 
1 . Yes 
2. No 
BLANK 
IS 'OK' WRITTEN ON APPLICATION 
1. Yes 
2. No 
BLANK 
APPENDIX FOUR 
S 
MAULDIN CARTOON 
ource· c · amp Barkeley News 
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